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‘Swachh Sujal Gaon’ at Maha
Kumbh draws 30 lakh devotees

Times NEws NETWORK

Lucknow: More than 30 lakh
devotees and tourists visited
the ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon,’ set
up by the Namami Gange and
rural water supply depart-
ment at the Prayagraj Maha
Kumbh-2025.

An official said that 10,229
youths wereawarded in aquiz
competition on ‘Nal Se Jal’,
while more than 3.60 lakh par-
ticipants engaged digitally in
‘Jal Jeevan Mission: The wa-
ter run games'. The depart-
ment also presented ‘Jal Pra-
sad’to 25 lakh guests.

“The ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon’
showcased UP's journey to-
wards rural prosperity, high-
lighting the positive changes
broughtabout since 2017, Visi-
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‘Swachh Sujal Gaon' showcases UP's
journey towards rural prosperity

-

tors also immersed themsel-
ves in the spiritual essence of
the state by participating in
the *Ganga Jal Aarti’ held eve-
ry evening in the village,” the
official said.

The village showcased the
journey of Bundelkhand
from water scarcity to Har
Ghar Jal. Visitors also witnes-

sedchangesin UP through ini-
tiatives like PM Awas Yojana,
Mukhyamantri Awas Yojana,
Gram Panchayat develop-
ment and solar energy integ-
ration.

“The theme of the village
was ‘Peyjal ka Samadhan, Me-
re Gaon ki Nayi Pehchan’'. Ru-
ral women from Bundelkhand
shared powerful testimonies
on a cultural platform, reco-
unting how water scarcity on-
cehindered marriagesinBan-
da, Jhansi, and Chitrakoot,
while in parts of Lalitpur and
Mahoba, the burden of carry-
ing water led to severe hair
loss among women. Their sto-
ries highlighted the profound
impact of access to clean wa-
ter on daily life and well-be-
ing,” the official said.
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- Check water
. shortagein
summer: ACS

Neha.Lalchandani
@timesofindia.com

Lucknow: Threatening ac-
tion against officials and
engineersin caseof anydis-
ruption in piped water
supply during the summer
months, additional chief
secretary of Namami
Gange and rural drinking
water supply department,
Anurag Srivastava on Wed-
nesday said that no compla-
ints regarding shortage or
tanker water supply should
bereceived.

Reviewing preparations
for the upcoming months,
Srivastava asked officials
and agencies to ensure that
their summer plan for un-
disrupted water supply was
ready at the earliest, especi-
ally for the Bundelkhand
and Vindhya regions,
which face annual water
shortages.

“If the water supply
stops, the progress of engi-
neersandagencies willalso
halt. Additionally, punitive
action will be taken against
chief engineers concer-
ned,” he said, adding that a
complete report on water
supply during the summer
from all engineers and
agencies should be submit-
ted to his office. He instrue-
ted officials to visit villages
to ascertain the reality of
water supply.

Srivastava also instruc-
ted the executive director
of the state drinking water
and sanitation mission to
withhold payments for
agencies working at a slow
pace. He also asked for a list
to be sent to the govt of ex-
ecutive engineers who are
negligent in continuous
monitoring.
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Maha Kumbh reflects Yogi’s eight
years success, says Swatantra Dev

o dfnie

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W Lucknow

ttar Pradesh’s Jal Shakti Minister

Swatantra Dev Singh on Friday

described the Maha Kumbh

2025 in Prayagraj as a global
success and a testament to Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanaths leadership over the
past eight years. He emphasised that the
seamless management of the worlds
largest religious gathering reflected the
efficiency of governance under
Adityanath.

“The Maha Kumbh was a resounding
success on the global stage. In fact, the
achievements of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath's eight-year tenure can be mea-
sured by how well this massive congrega-
tion was managed,” Singh sai

He highlighted that apprnxlmnl&lv 66
crore people attended the event and
praised the law and order situation, not-
ing that no major crimes were reported.

The minister was speaking at an event
organised by the Namami Gange and
Rural Water Supply Department, where
112 employees were felicitated for their

lary contributions during the Maha
Kumbh, held from January 13 to February

Phoen Aot _beal b

Ploneer photo

26, Singh, along with Additional Chief

Secretary Anurag Srivastava, honored
employees from various departments
and agencies for their efforts in organis-
ing the '‘Swachh Snjal Gaon' exhibition,
which showcased the transformation of
rural Uttar Pradesh under the Jal Jeevan
Mission.

SHRI SWATANTRA DEV SINGH JI
INAUGURATES

- AL SAMZIHAN P 2 1TAL @
- " & -

ih

e G
A g.‘.

Singh commended the exhibition, stat-
ing that it effectively demonstraled the
impact of water supplv initiatives in
rural areas. He noted that the Nal se Jal
Yojana had significantly improved access
to drinking water, particularly in arid
regions like Bundelkhand and Vindhya.
He added that the government's focus on

infrastructure had also resulted in better
roads and housing for the poor.
Additional Chief Secretary Anurag
Srivastava credited the success of the exhi-
hition to the dedication of employees,
while Information Commissioner PN
Diwivedi highlighted key attractions such
as the “Matke Wala Chauraha,” which
became a symbol of the Maha Kumbh.
Dwivedi said the exhibition reflected the
broader transformation of rural Uttar
Pradesh through the Jal Jeevan Mission.

Jal Samadhan portal
launched

On the same occasion, Swatantra Dev
Singh launched the Jal Samadhan Portal
to streamline water-related services in the
state. He said the portal would allow
residents to apply for water connections,
register complaints, and track their
grievances online.

The service can be accessed through
Jalsamadhan.in, a toll-free number
(180012121614), and an Android app.
Additionally, a coffee table book docu-
menting the work of the Jal Jeevan
Mission acrass Uttar Pradesh was released
at the event.
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Rural water
supply dept
workers feted
for Kumbh

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Jal Shakti minister
Swatantra Dev Singh on Friday
felicitated 112 employees of the
department of Namami Gange
and Rural Water Supply for ex-
emplary service during the re-
cently concluded Maha Kumbh.
Singh called the Maha Kumbh a
global hitand said the “brilliant
management of the megaevent
was a barometer of the success
of Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath”.

“As many as 66 crore people
fromacrosstheglobe visited the
Maha Kumbh, and everyone

The employees of
other agencies that
worked with the
department were
also felicitated by
the minister

was impressed by the seamless
management and services ex-
tended to them. Thefact that not
one case of crime was reported
at the event speaks volumes
about the rule of law in the state
under CM Yogi Adityanath’s le-
adership,” hesaid.

The employees of other
agencies that worked with the
department during the Maha
Kumbh were also felicitated by
the minister and additional chi-
ef secretary Anurag Srivasta-
va. Theteam wasalso lauded for
setting up the ‘Swacchh Sujal
Gaon'’ exhibition at the event to
showease the transformation
of rural UP after the advent of
the Jal Jeevan Mission and the
Har Ghar Nal scheme.

Singh praised the exhibi-
tion for brilliantly showcasing
the various initiatives of thede-
partment. Srivastava attribu-
ted the successof theexhibition
tothe hard work of theemploye-
es, saying that it drew apprecia-
tion from all visitors.

The minister also launched
theJalSamadhan Portaland sa-
id it will help people apply for
water connections easily and
register and track complaints
related to water supply. The por-
tal can be accessed by logging in
through Jalsamadhan.in. A
toll-free number, 180012121614,
was also launched on Friday.
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Visitors Deeply Moved By Namami Gange’s Grand
Welcome At Maha Kumbh 2025

The ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon’ set up by the Namami Gange and Rural Water Supply Department at Maha
Kumbh 2025, under the leadership of the Yogi government.

Written by Richa Kaushik
March 1, 2025

The ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon' set up by the Namami Gange and Rural Water Supply Department at Maha
Kumbh 2025, under the leadership of the Yogi government, left visitors deeply moved by the warm
welcome they received.

The ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon'’ set up by the Namami Gange and Rural Water Supply Department at Maha
Kumbh 2025, under the leadership of the Yogi government, left visitors deeply moved by the warm
welcome they received.

Over 30 lakh visitors explored the remarkable transformation of Uttar Pradesh, showcasing the

significant progress achieved under Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath's leadership.

During the event, the Yogi government celebrated the enthusiasm of young participants by honoring
10,229 youth in the ‘Nal Se Jal’ quiz competition.

This initiative, designed to raise awareness about water conservation, was a hit among the young
minds, reflecting the importance of sustainable water management in the state.

Digital Engagement Through ‘Jal Jeevan Mission: The Water Run’
In addition to the quiz competition, more than 3.60 lakh participants engaged digitally in the ‘al

Jeevan Mission: The Water Run’ games held from February 14 to 26.

This initiative aimed to promote water conservation through interactive gaming, reinforcing the
importance of water sustainability in the minds of citizens.

Embodying The Spirit Of ‘Atithi Devo Bhava’ At Maha Kumbh 2025

The Yogi government embraced the Indian tradition of ‘Atithi Devo Bhava' (The guest is God) by
presenting ‘Jal Prasad’ as a token of hospitality to 25 lakh guests.

A key highlight of the Swachh Sujal Gaon was the transformative journey of Bundelkhand, a region
that had struggled with water scarcity before 2017.

Thanks to the efforts of the Yogi government and the Jal Jeevan Mission, Bundelkhand now ensures
‘Har Ghar Jal’ (water in every home), bringing life-changing improvements to the region. Visitors saw
firsthand how the provision of clean and accessible water has dramatically improved daily life and
well-being in the area.

Rural women from Bundelkhand shared powerful testimonies on a cultural platform, recounting the
struggles they once faced due to water scarcity.

In areas like Banda, Jhansi, and Chitrakoot, water scarcity had even hindered marriages, while women
in Lalitpur and Mahoba suffered from severe hair loss caused by the physical burden of carrying
water.

These moving stories highlighted the profound impact that access to clean water has had on
improving the quality of life for women in these areas.

‘Peyjal Ka Samadhan, Mere Gaon Ki Nayi Pehchan’ - A Vision Realized

Swachh Sujal Gaon, designed around the theme ‘Peyjal ka Samadhan, Mere Gaon ki Nayi Pehchan’
(Water Solution, My Village’s New Identity), underscored the Yogi government’s vision of rural
prosperity.

The village provided a comprehensive look at the changes brought about since 2017, including
initiatives like PM Awas Yojana, Mukhyamantri Awas Yojana, Gram Panchayat development, and the
integration of solar energy in rural areas.

Cultural And Spiritual Enrichment For All Visitors
The Ganga Jal Aarti, held every morning and evening at the village, enriched the spiritual atmosphere,

allowing visitors to immerse themselves in the cultural essence of the region.

The Jal Mandir in the village reinforced the message: ‘Jal Prasad Hai, Jal Jeevandayi Hai—Conserve It,
Don't Waste It,’ urging visitors to adopt sustainable water practices.

Inspiring Young Participants And Digital Engagement At Maha Kumbh

The quiz competition on tap water engaged thousands of young participants, with 10,229 winners
receiving online certificates.

Furthermore, the ‘Jal Jeevan Mission: The Water Run' digital games reached over 3.60 lakh
participants, deepening the awareness of water conservation practices and promoting sustainable
living.

Through these initiatives, the Yogi government not only showcased Uttar Pradesh’s development
journey but also reinforced the importance of water conservation and sustainability as key pillars of
the state's transformation.
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Swachh Sujal Gaon at Kumbh: Showcasing UP’s tranformative journey

TOI

Prayagraj: Visitors to the ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon,' set up by the Namami Gange and
Rural Water Supply department at Maha Kumbh 2025, were deeply moved by the
warm welcome they received during the mega religious event. Over 30 lakh
visitors explored the development story of a transformed Uttar Pradesh under the
leadership of chief minister Yogi Adityanath.

During the event, 10,229 youth were honoured in a quiz competition on Nal Se Jal,
while more than 3.60 lakh participants engaged digitally in ‘Jal Jeevan Mission:
The Water Run' games. Upholding the tradition of ‘Atithi Devo Bhava), the Yogi govt
also presented ‘Jal Prasad' as a token of hospitality to 25 lakh guests.

The Swachh Sujal Gaon showcased Uttar Pradesh's journey towards rural
prosperity, highlighting the positive changes brought about since 2017. Visitors
also immersed themselves in the spiritual essence of the state by participating in
the ‘Ganga Jal Aarti' held every evening in the village.

The participants at Swachh Sujal Village also witnessed the transformative
journey of Bundelkhand, where the Jal Jeevan Mission, under the guidance of
Prime Minister dra Modi and leadership of CM Yogi Adi th, has
ensured ‘Har Ghar Jal' in every village. They saw firsthand how Bundelkhand,
once plagued by water scarcity before 2017, underwent a remarkable turnaround.

Pilgrims from across the country and the world also explored the new narrative of
a prosperous UP, showcased through initiatives like PM Awas Yojana,
Mukhyamantri Awas Yojana, Gram Panchayat development, and solar energy
integration within a 40,000-square-foot model village.

As part of Maha Kumbh, the Rural Water Supply and Namami Gange department
established Swachh Sujal Gaon, designed around the theme ‘Peyjal ka Samadhan,
Mere Gaon ki Nayi Pehchan'.

Rural women from Bundelkhand shared their powerful testimonies on a cultural
platform, recounting how water scarcity once hindered marriages in Banda,
Jhansi, and Chitrakoot, while in parts of Lalitpur and Mahoba. Their stories
highlighted the profound impact of access to clean water on daily life and well-
being.

The Jal Mandir at the village reinforced the message: ‘Jal Prasad Hai, Jal
Jeevandayi Hai—Conserve It, Don't Waste It. Morning and evening Ganga Jal Aarti
further enriched the spiritual atmosphere.

Prayagraj: Visitors to the ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon,' set up by the Namami Gange and
Rural Water Supply department at Maha Kumbh 2025, were deeply moved by the
warm welcome they received during the mega religious event. Over 30 lakh
visitors explored the development story of a transformed Uttar Pradesh under the
leadership of chief minister Yogi Adityanath.

During the event, 10,229 youth were honoured in a quiz competition on Nal Se Jal,
while more than 3.60 lakh participants engaged digitally in ‘Jal Jeevan Mission:
The Water Run' games. Upholding the tradition of ‘Atithi Devo Bhava), the Yogi govt
also presented ‘Jal Prasad' as a token of hospitality to 25 lakh guests.

‘The Swachh Sujal Gaon showcased Uttar Pradesh's journey towards rural
prosperity, highlighting the positive changes brought about since 2017. Visitors
also immersed themselves in the spiritual essence of the state by participating in
the ‘Ganga Jal Aarti' held every evening in the village.

The participants at Swachh Sujal Village also witnessed the transformative
journey of Bundelkhand, where the Jal Jeevan Mission, under the guidance of
Prime Minister Modi and leadership of CM Yogi Aditya has
ensured ‘Har Ghar Jal' in every village. They saw firsthand how Bundelkhand,
once plagued by water scarcity before 2017, underwent a remarkable turnaround.

Pilgrims from across the country and the world also explored the new narrative of
a prosperous UP, showcased through initiatives like PM Awas Yojana,
Mukhyamantri Awas Yojana, Gram Panchayat development, and solar energy

i within a 40,000-sq! foot model village.

As part of Maha Kumbh, the Rural Water Supply and Namami Gange department
established Swachh Sujal Gaon, designed around the theme ‘Peyjal ka Samadhan,
Mere Gaon ki Nayi Pehchan'.

Rural women from Bundelkhand shared their powerful testimonies on a cultural
platform, recounting how water scarcity once hindered marriages in Banda,
Jhansi, and Chitrakoot, while in parts of Lalitpur and Mahoba. Their stories
highlighted the profound impact of access to clean water on daily life and well-
being.

‘The Jal Mandir at the village reinforced the message: ‘Jal Prasad Hai, Jal
Jeevandayi Iai—Conserve It, Don't Waste It. Morning and evening Ganga Jal Aarti
further enriched the spiritual atmosphere.
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Ensure uninterrupted water supply during summers or face music: ACS

The State Water and Sanitation Mission (SWSM) in Lucknow is stepping up efforts to ensure consistent water supply in rural
areas during summer. Additional Chief Secretary Anurag Srivastava warned that any interruptions would result in disciplinary
actions. Engineers and agencies must proactively plan to avoid water shortages and closely monitor supply operations.

LUCKNOW: The State Water and Sanitation Mission (SWSM) has intensified
preparations to ensure uninterrupted water supply in rural areas during the
summer months.

Anurag Srivastava, Additional Chief Secretary of the Namami Gange and Rural
Water Supply Department, held a virtual departmental review meet on
Wednesday during which he made it clear to engineers and agencies working on
the field, that piped water supply should not be disrupted during summers under
any circumstances.

The review meet at the SWSM headquarters in Lucknow was meant to ensure
better water supply during summers.

During the review, Srivastava said accountability would be fixed and disciplinary
action initiated against engineers and agencies if complaints of disrupted water
supply or water being supplied through tankers were received.

The Bundelkhand and Vindhya regions face water scarcity during summer. To
address this problem, the Namami Gange and Rural Water Supply Department
has instructed all engineers and agencies to plan well in advance about ensuring
uninterrupted rural water supply during the scorching summer months.

During the virtual meet, Srivastava made it clear to Additional District Magistrates
(ADMs) and engineers of the Namami Gange department, that in case of reports
of disrupted water supply, accountability would be fixed and engineers and
agencies who are held responsible for the lapse and would have to face the music.

He also said that disciplinary action could also be initiated against erring Chief
Engineers and demanded a comprehensive report from all (engineers and
agencies) on water supply during the summer months.

He instructed officials to visit villages and assess the ground reality of water
supply.

Stop payment of agencies working at slow pace: ACS

Srivastava directed the Executive Director of the State Drinking Water and
Sanitation Mission to withhold payment to agencies whose pace of working left
much to be desired. He also asked the ED to prepare list of such executive

engineers who were not monitoring work regularly and said that the same list be
sent to the government.
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Maha Kumbh a testament to Yogi
Adityanath’s eight-year tenure: Swatantra
Dev Singh

"The success of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s eight-year tenure can be determined by the success of

the biggest global gathering of humans at one place,” Singh stated. He highlighted the event's scale,
noting, "As many as 66 crore people from across the globe visited the Maha Kumbh"
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Uttar Pradesh's Jal Shakti Minister, Swatantra Dev Singh, asserted on Friday that the
recently concluded Maha Kumbh 2025 at Prayagraj served as a global success and a
testament to Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath's eight-year tenure.

"The Maha Kumbh was a big success globally. In fact, the success of chief minister
Yogi Adityanath’s eight-year tenure can be determined by the success of the biggest
global gathering of humans at one place," Singh stated during a felicitation
ceremony for department employees.

He highlighted the event's scale, noting, "As many as 66 crore people from across
the globe visited the Maha Kumbh and everyone was awed by the seamless
management and services extended to them. The fact that not one case of crime
was reported at the event speaks volumes about the rule of law in the state under
chief minister Yogi Adityanath’s leadership."

The minister and Additional Chief Secretary Anurag Srivastava recognized 112
employees from the Namami Gange and Rural Water Supply Department for their
contributions to the "Swachh Sujal Gaon" exhibition, which showcased the impact of
the Jal Jeevan Mission in rural Uttar Pradesh.

Singh praised the exhibition, stating, "The various initiatives of the department were
brilliantly showcased." He also commended the employees for their assistance to
devotees, describing their efforts as "praiseworthy."

Regarding the Jal Jeevan Mission, Singh said, "In rural areas, water supply is being
provided to every household through the Nal se Jal Yojana," highlighting the
transformation in regions like Bundelkhand and Vindhya.

Additional Chief Secretary Anurag Srivastava attributed the exhibition's success to
the employees' hard work, saying, "The exhibition drew attention and applause from
one and all at the Maha Kumbh."

Information Commissioner P.N. Dwivedi noted, "The exhibition featured symbols that
became synonymous with the Mahakumbh area, including the iconic 'Matke Wala
Chauraha.' He said the exhibition reflected the essence of the Kumbh, showcasing
the transformation of rural UP through the Jal Jeevan Mission.”

Jal S dhan Portal L hed

Separately, Minister Swatantra Dev Singh launched the Jal Samadhan Portal,
designed to streamline water connection applications and complaint registration.

"Through the portal people will be able to apply for water connections easily. He said
people would also be able to register complaints related to water supply.
Additionally, people will also be able to track the entire process of their water
supply-related complaints,” Singh said.

The portal is accessible at Jalsamadhan.in, and a toll-free number, 180012121614,
along with an Android app, has been launched. A coffee table book highlighting the
Jal Jeevan Mission's work was also released.
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‘Maha Kumbh 2025 a global success’: UP jal shakti minister Swatantra Dev
Singh

LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh’s jal shakti minister Swatantra Dev Singh on Friday
hailed the Maha Kumbh 2025 in Prayagraj as a major global success, attributing its
seamless management to chief minister Yogi Adityanath’s leadership.

The minister said that the massive gathering, which drew 66 crore visitors from
around the world, showcased Uttar Pradesh’s governance and administrative
efficiency.

“The Maha Kumbh was a big success globally. In fact, the success of chief
minister Yogi Adityanath’s eight-year tenure can be determined by the success of
the biggest global gathering of humans at one place”, he said at a function
organised by the Namami Gange and rural water supply department.

Singh highlighted the event’s security arrangements, noting that no crime was
reported during the festival. "The success of CM Yogi Adityanath’s eight-year
tenure can be determined by the success of the biggest global gathering of
humans at one place,” he added.

The event felicitated 112 employees and agency workers for their role in
organising the ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon’ exhibition, which showcased rural Uttar
Pradesh’s transformation under the Jal Jeevan Mission.

Praising the exhibition, the minister said it effectively demonstrated the impact of
various water initiatives. He also lauded the efforts of department employees in
assisting devotees at the Kumbh, calling their service “praiseworthy.” Highlighting
rural water accessibility, Singh noted that under the ‘Nal se Jal’ initiative, drinking
water is now reaching every household in even the most challenging regions like
Bundelkhand and Vindhya.

He added that alongside improved water supply, rural infrastructure, including
roads and housing, has seen significant progress.

Additional chief secretary Anurag Srivastava credited the success of the exhibition
to employees' hard work, while information commissioner PN Dwivedi noted that
it featured symbolic elements such as the "Matke Wala Chauraha," representing
the essence of the Kumbh and rural development.

UP launches Jal Samadhan Portal for water services
At the same event, minister Swatantra Dev Singh launched the Jal Samadhan
Portal, which aims to simplify the process of applying for water connections and

registering complaints related to water supply.

To mark the occasion, a coffee table book was also released, highlighting the work
done under the Jal Jeevan Mission across Uttar Pradesh.



