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Over 2 crore tap connections
provided in state so far: Min

Neha.Lalchandani
@timesofindia.com

Lucknow: Jal Shakti Mini-
ster Swatantra Dev Singh on
Friday announced that 2.35
crore functional household
tap connections (FHTC) were
provided, so far, in Uttar Pra-
desh under the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion. The minister, who was in
Prayagraj, inaugurated the
‘Swachh Sujal Gaon' stall at
the Maha Kumbh Mela Area.
“Through the concept of
‘Swachh Sujal Gaon’, the Jal
Jeevan Mission stall is show-
casing how Bundelkhand has
changed since 2017. There was
a time when water was trans-
ported to Bundelkhand villa-
ges by train and people were
dyingduetoalack of adequate
and potable water. Since 2017

Jal Shakti minister Swatantra Dev
Singh inaugurating the ‘Swachh
Sujal Gaon’ stall at the Maha
Kumbh Mela Area

and more specifically since
2019 when the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sionwaslaunched, potable wa-
ter through FHTCs has beco-
me a reality in Bundelkhand
villages,” the Ministersaid.
The ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon’
stall was setup by the Namami

Gange and rural water supply
department in the Maha
Kumbh Mela area.

“The Jal Jeevan Mission
stall at the Maha Kumbh will
depict the change that happe-
ned under the leadership and
visionary approach of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
the country and Chief Mini-
ster Yogi Adityanath in UP. At
the stall, there will also be adi-
gital depiction of the impor-
tance of water conservation
and that of potable water,” the
minister said.

The Minister also released
a book, ‘Water: The Lifeline’,
based on the struggle of people
and thechange in their lives af-
ter the implementation of the
Mission. The book contains
details of 10 stories from the
state.



IAS OFFICER TO
RECEIVE PM'S
AWARD

HT Correspondent

letters@ htlive.com

LUCKNOW:
Anurag Sriv-
astava, addi-
tional chief
secretary of
the Namami
Gange and Anurag

rural water Srivastava
supply depart-

ment, has been selected for the
prestigious Prime Minister's
award for excellence in public
administration, 2023. Srivastava
will be felicitated by the centre
in the “innovation-state” cate-
gory for his groundbreaking use
of solar power in Jal Jeevan
Mission projects in UP.

A1992-batch IAS officer, Sriv-
astava spearheaded the integra-
tion of solar energy in the state’s
water supply schemes under the
Jal Jeevan Mission.

The recognition was commu-
nicated to UP chief secretary
Manoj Kumar Singh by V Srini-
vas, secretary of the ministry of
personnel, on Wednesday. The
central government specifically
acknowledged Srivastava’s role
in the successful implementa-
tion of solar-powered water
schemes.
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Bahraich DM among two IAS officers
from UP to get PM’s Excellence Award

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
LUCKNOW, BAHRAICH, JAN 15

TWO IAS officers from Uttar
Pradesh, Additional Chief
Secretary Anurag Srivastavaand
Bahraich District Magistrate
MonikaRani, have beenselected
for the prestigious Prime
Minister's Award for Excellence
in Public Administration 2023.

Srivastava is recognised in
the 'Innovation-State' category
for his groundbreaking solar-
powered water supply initia-
tives, while Rani is honoured in
the 'Holistic Development of
Districts'category for her exem-
plary work in Bahraich.

Srivastava, a 1992-batch IAS
officer who is the Additional
Chief Secretary of the Namami
Gange and Rural Water Supply
Department, spearheaded a
transformative integration of
solar power into Jal Jeevan
Mission projects, according to
an official statement.

V Srinivas, Secretary, Union
Ministry of Personnel, commu-

nicated this accolade to UP Chief
Secretary Manoj Kumar Singh,

In his official message,
Srinivas highlighted Srivastava's
exemplary efforts.

“Itake utmost pride in hon-
ouring ACS Anurag Srivastava for
the successful implementation
of the initiative ‘Solar Powered
Water Schemes under the
National Jal Jeevan
Mission' which has been
awarded the Prime Minister's
Award for Excellence in Public
Administration, 2023, under the
category ‘Innovation-State',"
Srinivas said.

He acknowledged Srivastava's
contributions, saying that "the
valuable commitment and dedi-
cated efforts made by Srivastava
towards achieving the best per-
formance in this category are
commendable”,

Under hisleadership, over 80
per centofthestate's water sup-
ply systems, amounting to
33,157 out 0f 41,539 projects, are
now solar-powered. This initia-
tive generates 900 MW of elec-
tricity daily, reducing opera-

tional costs by over 50 per cent,
cutting annual carbon dioxide
emissions by approximately 13
lakh metric tons, and promising
long-term savings of around Rs
1 lakh crore, the statement said.

Srivastava will receive his
award during a ceremony in
New Delhi on April 10.

Bahraich DM Rani, a 2010-
batch IAS officer, is being recog-
nised for her dynamicleadership
in achieving holistic develop-
mentinBahraich,anaspirational
district. Initiatives like the 'Seva
Se Santriptikaran Abhiyan'(sat-
uration through service cam-
paign) and the Developed
Bharat Sankalp Yatra' under her
administration addressed key
development metrics.

Speaking to PT1,the DM said,
“Under Chiel Minister Yogi
Adityanath's guidance, priority
has been given to time-bound
grievance resolution, saturation
of welfare schemes,and promo-
tionofwomen’s empowerment
through community participa-
tion. These efforts led to this
recognition.”




ACS Anurag
Srivastava wins
PM’s award

Lucknow: Additional chief

S secretary
Anurag Sri-
vastava has
been selected
for the Prime
Minister's
Award for Ex-
cellence in Public Admini-
stration, 2023.

Srivastava is heading the
department of Namami
Gange and Rural Water Supp-
lyinUP.

A govt spokesperson said
that Srivastava will be honou-
red by the govt of India in the
Innovation State category for
the use of solar power in Jal
Jeevan Mission projects. T

»Solar schemes, P4



ACS Anurag Srivastava got award
for solar powered water schemes

»Continued fromP1

ring additional chief secreta-

ry Anurag Srivastava for the
successful implementation of
the initiative ‘Solar Powered Wa-
ter Schemes’ under the National
Jal Jeevan Mission, which was
awarded the Prime Minister's
Award for Excellence in Public
Administration, 2023, under the
category ‘Innovation-State’. The
valuable contribution with com-
mitment and dedicated efforts
made by Srivastava towards
achieving the best performance
inthe above category is commen-
dable,” read the letter written by
Union Ministry of Personnel’s
Secretary, V Srinivas, to UP Chi-

]’take utmost pride in honou-

The 1992 batch IAS
officer will receive the
award at a ceremony in
New Delhi on April 10

ef Secretary Manoj Kumar
Singh.

The1992 batch IAS officer will
receive the award at a ceremony
in New Delhion April 10.

An official explained that the
PM’s Award for Excellence in
Public Administration is confer-
red upon select IAS officers
across the country who demonst-
rate exceptional work, with the
aim to recognise and reward ex-
traordinary work and innova-
tion.

Srivastava holds BTech and

MTech degrees in Civil Enginee-
ring. He was in service for 23 ye-
ars, during which time he also
served as Joint Secretary in the
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting and the Ministry
of AYUSH, Govtof India.

With Srivastava at the helm,
UP became the first state in the
country to use solar power on a
large scale in the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion project. Of the 41,539 pro-
jects, 33,157 projects, or over 80 %,
are utilising solar energy, gene-
rating 900 megawatts of electri-
city daily. The use of solar power
resulted in a reduction of more
than 50% in the cost of water
supply in rural areas, also elimi-
nating the dependency on elec-
tricity for water supply.
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W Lucknow, 16 January 2025
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Mahakumbh to showcase Bundelkhand's
transformation through Jal Jeevan Mission

Mahakumbh Nagar: Over 40-45 crore devotees from across the globe attending Maha Kumbh
2025 will witness the remarkable transformation of Uttar Pradesh’s villages through the
concept of 'Swachh Sujal Gaon' (Clean and Water-Secure Villages).

Under the visionary guidance of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the leadership of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, the Jal Jeevan Mission has revolutionized water accessibility,
bringing tap water to every household in Bundelkhand. This narrative of progress showcases
Bundelkhand's journey from despair before 2017 to its remarkable transformation thereafter.

Set across 40,000 square feet, the exhibition will present a vivid picture of a prosperous Uttar
Pradesh, highlighting initiatives such as PM Awas, CM Awas, gram panchayat development,
and village solar energy adoption. The government aims to emphasize the state's new and
inspiring identity through the exhibition.

A digital corner will also give citizens real-time information about their villages' water, taps,
and supply status. Under the Yogi government, the Rural Water Supply and Namami Gange
Department has created this 'Swachh Sujal Gaon' to be showcased from January 10 to
February 26, 2025.

Themed "Solution to Drinking Water: New Identity of My Village," the initiative highlights how
Bundelkhand, once synonymous with water scarcity, now stands as a symbol of success in
resoiving drinking water crisis.

The 47-day event will feature numerous programs, offering a platform for rural women of
Bundelkhand to share their stories of change. These include life-altering experiences such as
villages in Banda, Jhansi, and Chitrakoot now witnessing weddings, which were previously
impossible due to water shortages.

Women from Lalitpur and Mahoba will recount how access to clean water has improved their
lives, even addressing severe health impacts like hair loss caused by carrying heavy water
loads.

The exhibit will provide multilingual accessibility, with information in Hindi, English, Bengali,
Telugu, and Marathi, ensuring inclusivity for a diverse audience.

The Rural Water Supply and Namami Gange Department will establish a 'Jal Mandir' (Water
Temple) at Mahakumbh 2025, offering a unique spiritual and environmental experience.

In this temple, the sacred Ganga will symbolically flow from the locks of Lord Shiva,
emphasizing the message that water is a divine blessing, a life-giving resource to be cherished
and conserved. Morning and evening Jal Aarti ceremonies will further amplify this message,
integrating the story of the Jal Jeevan Mission and advocating for water conservation.

India's tradition of 'Atithi Devo Bhava' (Guest is God) will be celebrated as Namami Gange and
the Rural Water Supply Department honour visitors to the 'Swachh Sujal Gaon'. Guests will
receive 'Jal Prasad’ in eco-friendly jute-cloth bags containing sacred water from the Sangam, a
diary on the Jal Jeevan Mission, and study material showcasing success stories of
transformation through water initiatives.

The 'Swachh Sujal Gaon' will also feature a Digital Corner with interactive elements such as a
digital screen and a gaming zone. Visitors can engage in fun and educational games
highlighting the benefits of clean drinking water and the risks of consuming contaminated
water. These activities aim to raise awareness about the importance of water conservation in
an engaging manner.

Villagers from Uttar Pradesh can utilize the Digital Corner to access real-time information
about water, tap connections, and water supply in their respective villages with just a click.
This initiative combines tradition, technology, and sustainability, leaving a lasting impression
on the millions attending Mahakumbh 2025.
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Mahakumbh-2025: Expo to highlight
B’khand transformation through Jal
Jeevan Mission from today

By HT Ce Nagar

Jan 09,2025 09:25 PMIST

Set across 40,000 square feet, a dedicated exhibition in
sector 7 of the tent city will present this very vivid
picture of a prosperous Uttar Pradesh

The mega exhibition in Mahakumbh-2025 tent city set to open for public from Friday
(HT Photo)

Millions of visitors from across the globe attending
Mahakumbh-2025 will get to also witness the remarkable
transformation of Uttar Pradesh’s villages through the
concept of ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon’ (clean and water-secure
villages).

The Jal Jeevan Mission has revolutionised water
accessibility, bringing tap water to every household in
Bundelkhand. This narrative of progress showcases
Bundelkhand’s journey from despair before 2017 to its
remarkable transformation thereafter. Set across 40,000
square feet, a dedicated exhibition in sector 7 of the tent city
will present this very vivid picture of a prosperous Uttar
Pradesh, highlighting initiatives such as PM Awas, CM Awas,
gram panchayat development, and village solar energy
adoption, officials said.

A digital corner will also give citizens real-time information
about their villages’ water, taps, and supply status. Under the
Yogi government, the rural water supply and Namami Gange
department has created this ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon’ to be
showcased from January 10 to February 26, they added.

Themed ‘Solution to drinking water: new identity of my
village' the initiative highlights how Bundelkhand, once

The 47-day event will feature numerous programmes,
offering a platform for rural women of Bundelkhand to share
their stories of change. These include life-altering
experiences such as villages in Banda, Jhansi, and Chitrakoot
now witnessing weddings, which were previously impossible
due to water shortages.

Women from Lalitpur and Mahoba will recount how access
to clean water has improved their lives, even addressing
severe health impacts like hair loss caused by carrying heavy
water loads. The exhibition will provide multilingual
accessibility, with information in Hindi, English, Bengali,
Telugu, and Marathi, ensuring inclusivity for a diverse
audience.

The rural water supply and Namami Gange department will
establish a ‘Jal Mandir’ (Water Temple) at Mahakumbh-2025,
offering a unique spiritual and environmental experience. In
this temple, the Ganga will symbolically flow from the locks
of Lord Shiva, emphasising the message that water is a divine
blessing, a life-giving resource to be cherished and
conserved. Morning and evening Jal Aarti ceremonies will
further amplify this message, integrating the story of the Jal
Jeevan Mission and advocating water conservation.
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Mahakumbh to showcase Bundelkhand’s transformation through
Jal Jeevan Mission

Lalitpur villages to exhibit the story of change since 2017 ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon' to highlight PM & CM Awas, gram
panchayat, and solar energy Namami Gange and Rural Water Supply Department to offer ‘Jal Prasad' to visitors

Village to feature digital gaming zone promoting the benefits of clean water in a playful way UP villagers to access
real-time water and tap status with a single click
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Mahakumbh Nagar, January 9, 2025: Over 40-45 crore devotees from across the globe attending Maha Kumbh 2025 will

witness the remarkable transformation of Uttar Pradesh'’s villages through the concept of ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon’ (Clean and Water-
Secure Villages).

Under the visionary guidance of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the leadership of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, the Jal
Jeevan Mission has revolutionized water accessibility, bringing tap water to every household in Bundelkhand. This narrative of
progress showcases Bundelkhand's journey from despair before 2017 to its remarkable transformation thereafter.

Set across 40,000 square feet, the exhibition will present a vivid picture of a prosperous Uttar Pradesh, highlighting initiatives
such as PM Awas, CM Awas, gram panchayat development, and village solar energy adoption. The government aims to
emphasize the state's new and inspiring identity through the exhibition.

A digital corner will also give citizens real-time information about their villages' water, taps, and supply status. Under the Yogi

government, the Rural Water Supply and Namami Gange Department has created this ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon’ to be showcased
from January 10 to February 26, 2025.

Themed “Solution to Drinking Water: New Identity of My Village,” the initiative highlights how Bundelkhand, once synonymous with
water scarcity, now stands as a symbol of success in resolving drinking water crisis.

The 47-day event will feature numerous programs, offering a platform for rural women of Bundelkhand to share their stories of
change. These include life-altering experiences such as villages in Banda, Jhansi, and Chitrakoot now witnessing weddings,
which were previously impossible due to water shortages.

Women from Lalitpur and Mahoba will recount how access to clean water has improved their lives, even addressing severe health
impacts like hair loss caused by carrying heavy water loads.

The exhibit will provide multilingual accessibility, with information in Hindi, English, Bengali, Telugu, and Marathi, ensuring
inclusivity for a diverse audience.

The Rural Water Supply and Namami Gange Department will establish a ‘Jal Mandir’ (Water Temple) at Mahakumbh 2025,
offering a unique spiritual and environmental experience. In this temple, the sacred Ganga will symbolically flow from the locks of
Lord Shiva, emphasizing the message that water is a divine blessing, a life-giving resource to be cherished and conserved.

Morning and evening Jal Aarti ceremonies will further amplify this message, integrating the story of the Jal Jeevan Mission and
advocating for water conservation.

India’s tradition of ‘Atithi Devo Bhava’ (Guest is God) will be celebrated as Namami Gange and the Rural Water Supply
Department honour visitors to the ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon’. Guests will receive ‘Jal Prasad’ in eco-friendly jute-cloth bags containing

sacred water from the Sangam, a diary on the Jal Jeevan Mission, and study material showcasing success stories of
transformation through water initiatives.

The ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon’ will also feature a Digital Corner with interactive elements such as a digital screen and a gaming zone.
Visitors can engage in fun and educational games highlighting the benefits of clean drinking water and the risks of consuming
contaminated water. These activities aim to raise awareness about the importance of water conservation in an engaging manner.

Villagers from Uttar Pradesh can utilize the Digital Corner to access real-time information about water, tap connections, and water

supply in their respective villages with just a click. This initiative combines tradition, technology, and sustainability, leaving a lasting
impression on the millions attending Mahakumbh 2025.
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Mahakumbh to showcase transformative Jal
Jeevan Mission of Bundelkhand

Over 40-45 crore devotees attending Maha Kumbh 2025 from across the globe will witness the remarkable
transformation of Uttar Pradesh’s villages through the concept of *Swachh Sujal Gaon’ (Clean and Water-Secure
Villages).

ver 40-45 crore devotees attending Maha Kumbh 2025 from across the globe will witness the
remarkable transformation of Uttar Pradesh’s villages through the concept of ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon’

(Clean and Water-Secure Villages).

Under the visionary guidance of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the leadership of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, the Jal Jeevan Mission has revolutionised water accessibility, bringing tap water to every
household in Bundelkhand. This narrative of progress showcases Bundelkhand’s journey from despair

before 2017 to its remarkable transformation thereafter.

Officials said here on Thursday that the exhibition would present a vivid picture of a prosperous Uttar
Pradesh across 40,000 square feet, highlighting initiatives such as PM Awas, CM Awas, gram panchayat
development, and village solar energy adoption. The government aims to emphasise the state’s new and

inspiring identity through the exhibition.

A digital corner will give citizens real-time information about their villages’ water, taps, and supply status.
Under the Yogi government, the Rural Water Supply and Namami Gange Department has created
this’Swachh Sujal Gaon’ to be showcased from January 10 to February 26, 2025.

Themed “Solution to Drinking Water: New Identity of My Village,” the initiative highlights how
Bundelkhand, once synonymous with water scarcity, now stands as a symbol of success in resolving the

drinking water crisis.

The 47-day event will feature numerous programs, offering a platform for rural women of Bundelkhand to

share their stories of change. These include life-altering experiences such as villages in Banda, Jhansi, and

Chitrakoot now wi i ddings, which were previously impossible due to water

Women from Lalitpur and Mahoba will recount how access to clean water has improved their lives, even

addressing severe health impacts like hair loss caused by carrying heavy water loads.

The exhibit will provide multilingual accessibility, with information in Hindi, English, Bengali, Telugu, and

Marathi, ensuring inclusivity for a diverse audience.

The Rural Water Supply and Namami Gange Department will establish a ‘Jal Mandir’ (Water Temple) at

Mahakumbh 2025, offering a unique spiritual and environmental experience.

In this temple, the sacred Ganga will symbolically flow from the locks of Lord Shiva, emphasizing the
message that water is a divine blessing, a life-giving resource to be cherished and conserved. Morning and
evening Jal Aarti ceremonies will further amplify this message, integrating the story of the Jal Jeevan

Mission and advocating for water conservation.

India’s tradition of ‘Atithi Devo Bhava® (Guest is God) will be celebrated as Namami Gange and the Rural
Water Supply Department honour visitors to the ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon’. Guests will receive ‘Jal Prasad” in
eco-friendly jute-cloth bags containing sacred water from the Sangam, a diary on the Jal Jeevan Mission,

and study material showcasing success stories of transformation through water initiatives.

The ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon’ will also feature a Digital Corner with interactive elements such as a digital
screen and a gaming zone. Visitors can engage in fun and educational games highlighting the benefits of
clean drinking water and the risks of consuming contaminated water. These activities aim to raise awareness

about the importance of water conservation in an engaging manner.

Villagers from Uttar Pradesh can utilize the Digital Corner to access real-time information about water, tap
connections, and water supply in their respective villages with just a click. This initiative combines

tradition, technology, and sustainability, leaving a lasting impression on the millions attending Mahakumbh
2025.
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'Swachh Sujal Gaon' stall showcases Uttar Pradesh's
rural transformation at Maha Kumbh

ANI | Updated: Jan 12,2025 14:31 IST

Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh) [India], January 12 (ANI): The Jal Jeevan Mission's
'Swachh Sujal Gaon' stall at the Maha Kumbh 2025 in Prayagraj is offering a
unique glimpse into Uttar Pradesh's rural transformation.

The 'Swachh Sujal Gaon' stall at the Maha Kumbh spans 40000 square feet
and features several innovative elements. Under the Jal Jeevan Mission, a
record 2.35 crore functional household tap connections (FHTC) have been
established in Uttar Pradesh.

Jal Jivan Mission Uttar Pradesh advisor Radhakrishan Tripathi said that the
theme for the stall is "Piya Jal Ka Samadhan Mere Gaon Ki Nayi Pehchan"
(Water Solution: The New Identity of My Village) and his department have
tried to show the contrasting condition of Bundelkhand of 2017 and today
through it.

Speaking to ANI, Tripati said, "The theme for the village, is "Piya Jal Ka
Samadhan Mere Gaon Ki Nayi Pehchan" (Water Solution: The New Identity
of My Village). The idea behind this theme is tied to the Jal Jeevan Mission,
which Prime Minister Modi announced from the Red Fort in 2019. Since
then, significant changes have occurred in rural life. Our focus is on villages
in Bundelkhand, Bind, and surrounding areas. Bundelkhand, which once
struggled with water scarcity--where water had to be transported by
trains--has undergone a remarkable transformation. We have tried to show
the contrast between Bundelkhand of 2017 and today. In the past, people
faced water crises, employment challenges, and ignorance. However,
today's Bundelkhand has access to all basic amenities."

Prayagraj is all decked up to host Mahakumbh 2025 which begins on
January 13 and will continue till February 26.

The Maha Kumbh celebrated every 12 years, is expected to draw over 45
crore devotees. During the event, pilgrims will gather at the Sangam, the
confluence of the Ganga, Yamuna, and Saraswati (now extinct), to take a
holy dip.

The Maha Kumbh will conclude on February 26, with the main bathing
rituals (Shahi Snan) scheduled for January 14 (Makar Sankranti), January 29
(Mauni Amavasya), and February 3 (Basant Panchami). (ANI)
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Over 2.35cr tap connections provided in UP so far: MIN

Over 2.35¢r top connections provided in UP SO 1o MIN

Lucknow: Jal Shakti Minister Swatantra Dev Singh on Friday announced that 2.35
crore functional household tap connections (FHTC) were provided, so far, in Uttar
Pradesh under the Jal Jeevan Mission. The minister, who was in Prayagraj,
inaugurated the ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon' stall at the Maha Kumbh Mela Area.

"Through the concept of ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon), the Jal Jeevan Mission stall is
showcasing how Bundelkhand has changed since 2017. There was a time when
water was transported to Bundelkhand villages by train and people were dying
due to a lack of adequate and potable water. Since 2017 and more specifically
since 2019 when the Jal Jeevan Mission was launched, potable water through
FHTCs has become a reality in Bundelkhand villages," the Minister said.

The ‘Swachh Sujal Gaon' stall was set up by the Namami Gange and rural water
supply department in the Maha Kumbh Mela area.

"The Jal Jeevan Mission stall at the Maha Kumbh will depict the change that
happened under the leadership and visionary approach of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in the country and Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath in UP. At the
stall, there will also be a digital depiction of the importance of water conservation
and that of potable water," the minister said.

The Minister also released a book, ‘Water: The Lifeline', based on the struggle of
people and the change in their lives after the implementation of the Mission. The
book contains details of 10 stories from the state. In addition to this, 10 video
documentaries or ‘Jal Kathas' were also launched.
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Prestigious Prime Minister's Award for
Excellence in Public Administration 2023
Bestowed on Two IAS Officers

IAS officers Anurag Srivastava and Monika Rani of Uttar Pradesh have received the
Prime Minister's Award for Excellence in Public Administration 2023. Srivastava was
recognized for solar-powered water initiatives, and Rani for holistic district
development, both setting benchmarks in public service innovation and community

participation.
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wo prominent IAS officers from Uttar Pradesh, Anurag Srivastava and
Monika Rani, have been awarded the prestigious Prime Minister's Award
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integrating solar power into water supply initiatives, while Rani has led holistic

district development projects.

Anurag Srivastava, a 1992-batch officer, significantly transformed the Namami
Gange and Rural Water Supply Department by integrating solar energy into the
National Jal Jeevan Mission. His efforts reduced carbon emissions and operational

costs, earning him national recognition, according to an official statement.

Monika Rani, of the 2010 batch, has made impactful strides in promoting holistic
development in the Bahraich district through initiatives fostering women's
empowerment and addressing key development indices. Her leadership in this
aspirational district has garnered her acknowledgement for outstanding public

service.
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UP's IAS officer Anurag Srivastava selected for Prime Minister’s
Award in Innovation State category

A1992 batch 1AS officer, Srivastava initiated the innovative use of solar power in Jal Jeevan Mission projects in Uttar
Pradesh.

. Arpit Gupta , ETGovernment
Updated On Jan 15,2025 at 04:47 PM IST

LUCKNOW: Additional Chief Secretary of the Namami Gange and Rural Water Supply Department Anurag Srivastava

has been selected for the Prime Minister’s Award for Excellence in Public Administration, 2023. He will be honoured
by the Government of India in the Innovarion Stare category for his pioneering use of solar power in Jal Jeevan Mission
projects.

A1992 batch IAS officer, Srivastava initiated the innovative use of solar power in Jal Jeevan Mission projects in Uttar

Pradesh. The Union Ministry of Personnel’s Secretary, V. Srinivas, has communicated this recognition to Uttar Pradesh

Chief Secretary Manoj Kumar Singh.

“I take utmost pride in honouring Additional Chief Secretary Anurag Stivastava for successful implementation of
initiative ‘Solar Powered Water Schemes Under the National Jal Jeevan Mission which has been awarded the Prime

Minister’s Award for Excellence in Public ini ion, 2023, under the category ‘Innovation-State’, Srinivas has
said in his missive addressed to Chief Secretary.

“The valuable ibution with i and dedicated efforts made by Srivastava towards achieving the best

performance in the above category is commendable,” Srinivas said in his official communique.
‘The Award will be conferred on Srivastava on April 10 at a ceremony in New Delhi.

The Prime Minister’s Award for Excellence in Public Administration is conferred upon select IAS officers across the
country who demonstrate exceptional work. The award aim to recognize and reward extraordinary and innovative
work. The selection is made from among the Central Government's top five priority programs.

Officer at the Helm

Anurag Srivastava, a 1992 batch IAS officer, holds BTech and MTech degrees in Civil Engineering and currently serves

as the Addirional Chief Secretary of the Namami Gange and Rural Water Supply Department.

In his illustrious 23-year administrative career, Srivastava has held various key positions, including District Magistrate
of 10 districts such as Rae Bareli, Sultanpur, Ayodhya, and Kanpur Nagar. He has also served as Commissioner of
Meerur, Aligarh, and Basti. Anurag has held various key positions in both the state government and the central
government. He has also served as Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting and the Ministry of
AYUSH, Government of India.

Over 80% of UP's Water Schemes are Solar Powered

Notably, under Srivastava’s leadership, Urtar Pradesh has become the first state in the country to use solar power on a
large scale in the Jal Jeevan Mission project. There are a toral of 41,539 projects. Our of these, 33,157 projects (over
80%) are urtilizing solar energy, generaring 900 megawarts of electricity daily. Uttar Pradesh is the leading state in the
country to achieve this feat.

Solar Power Cuts Warer Extraction Costs by Over 50%

The use of solar power has resulted in a reduction of more than 50% in the cost of warer supply in rural areas.

Additionally, it eliminates the dependence on electricity for water supply. With low maintenance requirements, these
solar power plants have a lifespan of 30 years. Over this period, the operation of these projects through solar energy
will result in a saving of approximately Rs 1lakh crore. Furthermore, it will lead to a reduction of around 13 lakh metric

tons of carbon dioxide emissions annually.

12.50 Lakh People Trained to Operate Solar-based Water Projects

Under the

ar

al Jeevan Mission, training has been provided to 12.50 lakh people in rur s 10 operate and maintain

solar-based water projects. The trained locals will be responsible for the operation and security of these projects.
Selection Process for the PM's Award

The selection process for this award involves multiple levels of screening. Once an application is submitted, it

undergoes five stages. In the first stage, a screening committee headed by an Additional Secretary-level officer

reviews applications. Members include Joint Secretary-level officers and experts from the Niti Aayog.

In the second stage, shortlisted applications receive feedback through a

1l centre. The screening committee analyses

this feedback to further shortlist applications. In the th

d stage, a two-member team of central government officials,
not below the rank of Deputy Secretary, conducts on-site evaluations of shortlisted innovative projects. Their findings

are then submitted to a committee headed by the Cabinet Secretary.

In the fourth stage, the Cabinet Secretary-led ¢ i i icati This committee

comprises the Prime ter’s Principal Secretary, Niti Aayog's CEO, and two or three non-government members.

Their ions are then i to the Prime Minister for final selection. The Prime Minister grants final

approval for the awards.
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IAS Anurag Srivastava to receive PM’s
award for solar innovation

By HT Correspondent, Lucknow

Jan 15,2025 08:29 PMIST O @ @

A 1992-batch IAS officer, Srivastava spearheaded the
integration of solar energy in the state’s water supply
schemes under the Jal Jeevan Mission.

& |

ACS, Namami Gange and rural water supply department, Anurag Srivastava. (Sourced)

Anurag Srivastava, additional chief secretary of the Namami
Gange and rural water supply department, has been selected
for the prestigious Prime Minister’s award for excellence in
public administration, 2023. Srivastava will be felicitated by
the centre in the “innovation-state” category for his
groundbreaking use of solar power in Jal Jeevan Mission
projects in Uttar Pradesh.

A 1992-batch IAS officer, Srivastava spearheaded the
integration of solar energy in the state’s water supply
schemes under the Jal Jeevan Mission. This initiative has
enhanced the sustainability and efficiency of rural water

The recognition was communicated to UP chief secretary
Manoj Kumar Singh by V. Srinivas, secretary of the ministry
of personnel, on Wednesday. The central government
specifically acknowledged Srivastava's role in the successful
implementation of solar-powered water schemes, a key
element of the National Jal Jeevan Mission.

In his official letter, Srinivas commended Srivastava for his
“valuable contribution with commitment and dedication,’
which led to exceptional performance in the innovation
category. Srivastava will be honoured with the award on
April 10 during a ceremony in New Delhi.

The Prime Minister’s award for excellence in public
administration recognises exceptional work by IAS officers
across India, focusing on innovation and impactful
contributions to the top five national programs.
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IAS Anurag Srivastava Honored with Prime Minister’'s Award for
Excellence in Public Administration

Officer Srivastava will be recognized in the Innovation State category for his pioneering efforts in
integrating solar power into Jal Jeevan Mission projects in UP

@® Indian Masterminds Bureau @ January 15, 2025

Mr. Anurag Srivastava, a 1992-batch IAS officer and Additional Chief Secretary of the Namami
Gange and Rural Water Supply Department, has been selected for the prestigious Prime Minister's
Award for Excellence in Public Administration 2023. He will be recognized in the Innovation State
category for his pioneering efforts in integrating solar power into Jal Jeevan Mission projects in
Uttar Pradesh.

The announcement was conveyed by Mr. V. Srinivas (1989-batch IAS officer), Secretary of the Union
Ministry of Personnel, in a communication to Uttar Pradesh Chief Secretary Mr. Manoj Kumar Singh
(1988-batch IAS officer). Mr. Srinivas commended Mr. Srivastava’s innovative approach and
dedicated efforts in implementing solar-powered water schemes under the Jal Jeevan Mission.

The initiative, which leverages solar power to enhance water supply schemes, has been lauded as a
model of sustainable and efficient resource utilization. This achievement reflects Mr. Srivastava’s
commitment to fostering innovation and excellence in public administration.

The award will be presented by the Government of India in recognition of his exceptional
contribution to advancing the goals of the Jal Jeevan Mission and promoting sustainable
development in the state.

The Prime Minister's Award celebrates excellence, innovation, and accountability in public
administration by recognizing civil servants who implement impactful government programs and
reforms. This honor aims to inspire officials to adopt people-centric governance practices and
contribute to the holistic development of the nation.
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Two IAS officers from UP to receive PM's Excellence
Award

PTI 15 January, 2025 07:14 pm IST
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Lucknow/Bahraich, Jan 15 (PTI) Two IAS officers from Uttar Pradesh, Additional Chief
Secretary Anurag Srivastava and Bahraich District Magistrate Monika Rani, have been selected
for the prestigious Prime Minister's Award for 11 in Public Administration 2023.

Srivastava is recognized in the ‘Innovation-State’ category for his groundbreaking solar-
powered water supply initiatives, while Rani is honoured in the ‘Holistic Development of
Districts’ category for her exemplary work in Bahraich.

Srivastava, a 1992-batch IAS officer who is the Additional Chief Secretary of the Namami Gange
and Rural Water Supply Department, spearheaded a transformative integration of solar power

into Jal Jeevan Mission projects, according to an official statement.

V Srinivas, Secretary, Union Ministry of Personnel, communicated this accolade to UP Chief
Secretary Manoj Kumar Singh.

In his official Srinivas highli; d Srivastava’s lary efforts.

“I take utmost pride in honouring ACS Anurag Srivastava for the successful implementation of
the initiative ‘Solar Powered Water Schemes under the National Jal Jeevan Mission’ which has
been awarded the Prime Minister’s Award for Excellence in Public Administration, 2023, under
the category ‘Innovation-State’,” Srinivas said.

He acknowledged Srivastava's contributions, saying that “the valuable commitment and
dedicated efforts made by Srivastava towards achieving the best performance in this category
are commendable”.

Under his leadership, over 80 per cent of the state’s water supply systems, amounting to 33,157
out of 41,539 projects, are now solar-powered. This initiative generates 900 MW of electricity
daily, reducing operational costs by over 50 per cent, cutting annual carbon dioxide emissions
by approximately 13 lakh metric tons, and promising long-term savings of around Rs 11akh
crore, the statement said.

The innovation has also hasized c ity participation, training 12.5 lakh rural
individuals to manage and maintain the systems, thereby ensuring their sustainability, it
added.

Srivastava, an IIT al has had a distinguished career, including leadership in central
ministries and district-level administration. He will receive his award during a ceremony in
New Delhi on April 10.

Bahraich DM Rani, a 2010-batch IAS officer, is being recognized for her dynamic leadership in
achieving holistic development in Bahraich, an aspirational district. Initiatives like the ‘Seva
Se Santriptikaran Abhiyan’ (saturation through service campaign) and the ‘Developed Bharat
Sankalp Yatra' under her inistration add d key de' metrics.

“The Government of India initiated the Prime Minister's Excellence Award scheme to
acknowledge, reward, and encourage exemplary efforts by civil servants across the country. This
scheme promotes competitive creativity, innovation, replication, and the institutionalization
of best practices,” wrote Srinivas in his letter dated January 10.

The personnel secretary praised Rani's commitment and efforts, noting, “I am proud to
acknowledge your contribution to successfully implementing this initiative in Baharich
district, earning the award under the ‘Holistic Development of Districts’ category for 2023.”
These programs focused on delivering welfare schemes to underserved people, time-bound
grievance redressal, and promoting women's

p ‘ment through ity participation.

Speaking to PTI, the DM said, “Under Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s guidance, priority has
been given to time-bound grievance resolution, saturation of welfare schemes, and promotion
of women's empowerment through community participation. These efforts led to this
recognition.” Rani thanked the district’s officials, representatives, and media personnel for
their support in ensuring effective implementation. She dedicated the ‘Prime Minister's
Excellence Award 2023’ to the people of Baharich, especially its aspirational communities.

Bahraich is the only district from Uttar Pradesh among 10 districts nationwide to be honoured
with this award. The rigorous selection process for the recognition involved evaluations by
expert committees, citizen feedback, field visits, and final approval from the prime minister.
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IAS Anurag Srivastava to be honoured with Prime Minister’s Award

LUCKNOW: Additional Chief Secretary of the Namami Gange and rural water
supply department Anurag Srivastava has been selected for the Prime Minister’s
Award for Excellence in Public Administration, 2023. He will be honoured by the
Government of India in the Innovation State category for his pioneering use of
solar power in Jal Jeevan Mission projects.

A 1992 batch IAS officer, Srivastava initiated the innovative use of solar power in
Jal Jeevan Mission projects in Uttar Pradesh. The Union ministry of personnel’s
secretary, V Srinivas, has communicated this recognition to Uttar Pradesh Chief
Secretary Manoj Kumar Singh.

“I take utmost pride in honouring Additional chief secretary Anurag Srivastava for
successful implementation of initiative ‘Solar Powered Water Schemes Under the
National Jal Jeevan Mission which has been awarded the Prime Minister’s Award
for Excellence in Public Administration, 2023, under the category ‘Innovation-
State', Srinivas has said in his missive addressed to Chief Secretary.

“The valuable contribution with i and dedicated efforts made by
Srivastava towards achieving the best performance in the above category is
commendable,” Srinivas said in his official communique.

The Award will be conferred on Srivastava on April 10th at a ceremony in New
Delhi.

The Prime Minister’s Award for Excellence in Public Administration is conferred
upon select IAS officers across the country who demonstrate exceptional work.

The award aim to recognize and reward dinary and i ive work. The
selection is made from among the Central Government's top five priority
programs.

Officer at the helm

Anurag Srivastava, a 1992 batch IAS officer, holds BTech and MTech degrees in
Civil Engineering and currently serves as the Additional Chief Secretary of the
Namami Gange and Rural Water Supply Department.

Inhisi ious 23-year ini: ive career, Sri has held various key
positions, including District Magistrate of 10 districts such as Rae Bareli,
Sultanpur, Ayodhya, and Kanpur Nagar. He has also served as Commissioner of
Meerut, Aligarh, and Basti. Anurag has held various key positions in both the state
government and the central government. He has also served as Joint Secretary in
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting and the Ministry of AYUSH,
Government of India.

Over 80% of up’s water schemes are solar powered

Notably, under Srivastava’s leadership, Uttar Pradesh has become the first state in
the country to use solar power on a large scale in the Jal Jeevan Mission project.
‘There are a total of 41,539 projects. Out of these, 33,157 projects (over 80%) are
utilizing solar energy, ing 900 of electricity daily. Uttar Pradesh
is the leading state in the country to achieve this feat.

Solar power cuts water extraction costs by over 50%

‘The use of solar power has resulted in a reduction of more than 50% in the cost of
‘water supply in rural areas. iti it elimi; the d d on

electricity for water supply. With low maintenance requirements, these solar
power plants have a lifespan of 30 years. Over this period, the operation of these
projects through solar energy will result in a saving of approximately Rs 1 lakh
crore. Furthermore, it will lead to a reduction of around 13 lakh metric tons of
carbon dioxide emissions annually.

12.50 Lakh people trained to operate solar based water projects

Under the Jal Jeevan Mission, trair

ing has been provided to 12.50 lakh people in
rural areas to operate and maintain solar-based water projects. The trained locals
will be responsible for the operation and security of these projects.

Selection process for the award

The selection process for this award involves multiple levels of screening. Once
an ication is i it unds five stages. In the first stage, a screening
committee headed by an Additional Secretary-level officer reviews applications.
Members include Joint Secretary-level officers and experts from the Niti Aayog.

In the second stage, shortlisted applications receive feedback through a call
centre. The screening committee analyses this feedback to further shortlist
applications. In the third stage, a two-member team of central government
officials, not below the rank of deputy secretary, conducts on-site evaluations of
shortlisted innovative projects. Their findings are then submitted to a committee
headed by the Cabinet Secretary.

In the fourth stage, the Cabinet Secretary-led committee recommends

This. i ises the Prime Minister's
Principal Secretary, Niti Aayog's CEO, and two or three non-government
Their ions are then suk d to the Prime Minister for

final selection. The Prime Minister grants final approval for the awards.
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Jal Jeevan Mission's 'Water Run' game gains traction at Maha Kumbh 2025

Jal Jeevan Mission’s 'Water Run’ game gains traction at Maha Kumbh 2025

PRAYAGRAJ: The Jal Jeevan Mission's 'Swachh Sujal Gaon' exhibition at the
Mahakumbh is attracting a steady siream of visitors daily. One of the key
attractions is 'The Water Run' game, which is now available for free on the
Amazon Play Store. Visitors can download and play the game on their mobile
devices.

The game aims to spread awareness about clean drinking water and water
conservation. It has gained significant attention at the Mahakumbh, particularly
among young visitors. The Amazon Play Store has made the game available for
wider accessibility due to its growing popularity.

In the game, players collect water droplets, with blue droplets representing clean
water and earning extra points. Light yellow droplets, representing contaminated
water, reduce the score and shorten gameplay. The game provides an interactive
way to demonstrate the importance of clean water for health and the need to
conserve water resources.

Radhakrishna Tripathi, Senior Advisor at the State Water and Sanitation Mission,
said the game educates participants about clean water and conservation while
engaging them in an interactive experience.



