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UP bags National Water
Award for outstanding

water management

Uttar Pradesh has been conferred with
National Water Award for its outstand-
ing work in water management and
conservation. The state has made sig-
nificant strides in providing household
tap connections in rural areas, thus
securing second place in the country.

Aail

President Droupadi Murmu pre-
sented the award at the 5th National
Water Awards ceremony held at
Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi. Anurag
Srivastava, additional chief secretary,
Namami Gange and Rural Water
Supply Department; and Dr Balakar
Singh, housing commissioner, received
the award on behalf of Uttar Pradesh.

During the programme, CR Patil,
union jal shakti minister, also com-
mended UP’s work in providing house-
hold tap connections and water conser-
vation efforts in Bundelkhand and
Vindhya regions.

The state bagged the award for
achieving a remarkable feat in 2023 by
providing tap water connections to
more than 17,900 villages, setting a
record for the fastest implementation
of the Har Ghar Nal Se Jal scheme.
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{ NATIONAL WATER AWARD }
U.P. bags second place for
connecting over 17,900
villages to tap water

HT Correspondent
Letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW : Uttar Pradesh has
been conferred with the National
Water Award for its outstanding
work in water management and
conservation, securing second
place in the country. Odisha
bagged the first prize, while Guj-
arat and Puducherry shared the
third spot.

President Droupadi Murmu
presented the award at the 5th
National Water Awards cere-
mony held at Vigyan Bhavan in
New Delhi on Tuesday. Anurag
Srivastava and Balakar Singh
received the award on behalf of
Uttar Pradesh.

A state government spokes-
person stated that UP has made
significant strides in providing
household tap connections in
rural areas and has imple-
mented impressive water con-
servation and management initi-
atives under the leadership of
chief minister Yogi Adityanath.

President Murmu praised
UP’s efforts in providing tap
water to every household and its
innovative water conservation
measures. During the event,
Union Jal Shakti minister CR
Patil also commended the state’s
work in providing household tap
connections and water conserva-
tion efforts in the Bundelkhand
and Vindhya regions.

The state received the award
for achieving a remarkable feat
in 2023 by providing tap water
connections to more than 17,900
villages, setting a record for the
fastest implementation of the
Har Ghar Nal scheme. Balakar
Singh, the then managing
director of Jal Nigam (Rural) UP,
implemented several innovative
measures for water conservation
and management, significantly
benefiting farmers by improving

uttar Pradesin
(second Wmner)

U.P. officials received the award from President Droupadi

Murmu in New Delhi on Tuesday.

SOURCED

YOGI CONGRATULATES TEAM, SAYS
ACHIEVEMENT REFLECTS GOVT PRIORITIES

Chief minister Yogi
Adityanath, in a post onthe
social media platform X,
stated that President
Droupadi Murmu has awarded
UP second place in the Best
State category and Banda
district the Best District
(North Zone) award underthe
sth National Water Award-
2023 in New Delhi today.

Under the esteemed
guidance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,

irrigation facilities. Over 6,000
check dams and 1,000 ponds
were constructed to enhance
irrigation infrastructure. The
state also made major advance-
ments in rainwater harvesting,
constructing structures in 31,360
government buildings. Addition-
ally, 27,368 traditional water
bodies were restored, and 17,279
Amrit Sarovars were built. Asa
result, five blocks in the state
were removed from the over-ex-
ploited and critical categories
between 2022 and 2023, and
groundwater levels improved in
34 cities. Furthermore, the state
has made strides in wastewater

unprecedented work is being
carried out in the field of Jal
Shakti' in Uttar Pradesh. This
achievement reflects the
government’s prioritisation of
water conservation,
management, and active
public participation, he said.

Hearty congratulations to
the people of the state and to
all those involved in this
sacred mission of water
conservation and promotion,
he added.

management, constructing 133
sewage treatment plants (STPs)
with a combined capacity of
4100 MLD to reduce pollution in
the Ganga River. As of October
22,2024, the state has connected
2.27 crore rural households with
tap water, benefiting 13.66 crore
people under the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion’s Har Ghar Nal scheme.

Meanwhile, Banda from UP
received the Best District award
for showcasing exceptional
efforts in water management
and conservation. Former DM of
Banda, Durga Shakti Nagpal,
received the award from the
President.
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President Murmu hails UP’s efforts in
providing tap water to every house

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: During the cere-
mony, President Droupadi
Murmu praised UP’s efforts
in providing tap water to eve-
ry household and its innovati-
ve experiments in water con-
servation.

Union Jal Shakti minister
CR Patil also commended
UP's work in providing house-
hold tap connections and wa-
ter conservation efforts in the
Bundelkhand and Vindhya
regions.

Outlining the work done
in UP, a govt spokesperson sa-
id that Dr Balakar Singh. the
thenmanagingdirector of Jal
Nigam (rural) UP, who was al-
so present to receive the
award, implemented several
innovative measures for wa-
ter conservation and manage-
ment, significantly benefi-

Award reflects govt’s
focus on water
conservation: CM

haring the news on social

media platform ‘X', Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said,
“Under the esteemed guidance
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modiji, unprecedented work is
being carried outin the field of
‘Jal Shakti’in UP. This
achievement reflects govt’s
prioritisation of water
conservation, management,
and active public
participation.”

ting farmers by improving ir-
rigationfacilities. Toenhance
irrigation infrastructure,
over 6,000 check dams and
1,000 ponds were constructed.
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UP conferred
National Water
Award for mgmt,
conservation efforts

Lucknow (PNS): Uttar Pradesh
has been conferred with the pres-
tigious ‘National Water Award’ for
its work in water management
and conservation under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath. The state has secured
second position in water conser-
vation and management in the
country.

Meanwhile, Odisha has bagged
the first prize in water conserva-
tion and management, while
Gujarat and Puducherry shared
the third spot.

President Droupadi Murmu pre-
sented the award at the 5th
National Water Awards ceremo-
ny held at Vigyan Bhavan in New
Delhi on Tuesday.

Additional Chief Secretary,
Namami Gange and Rural Water
Supply, Anurag Srivastava, and
Housing Commissioner Dr
Balakar Singh received the award
on behalf of Uttar Pradesh.
Notably, UP has made significant
strides in providing household tap
connections in rural areas and
implementing impressive water
conservation and management
initiatives under Yogi’s leadership
in recent years.

President Murmu praised Uttar
Pradesh’s efforts in providing tap
water to every household and its
innovative experiments in water
conservation. During the pro-
gramme, Union Jal Shakti
Minister CR Patil also com-
mended Uttar Pradesh’s work in
providing household tap connec-
tions and water conservation
efforts in Bundelkhand and
Vindhya regions. The state
bagged the award for achieving a
remarkable feat in 2023 by pro-
viding tap water connections to
more than 17,900 villages, setting
arecord for the fastest implemen-
tation of the ‘Har Ghar Nal Se Jal'
scheme. Acting on the instruc-
tions of the Yogi government, Dr
Balakar Singh, the then Managing
Director of Jal Nigam (Rural), UP,
implemented several innovative
measures for water conservation
and m ment, significantl
benefiting iarmers by El;;pfimwné
irrigation facilities. To enhance
irrigation infrastructure, over
6,000 check dams and 1,000
ponds were constructed.
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New tech to supply
potable water to
Sonbhadra villages
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{ HAR GHAR NAL SCHEME }

New tech to supply
potable water to
Sonbhadra villages

Drinking water supply torural householdsin Sonbhadra

district from floating intake unit, launched in Dhandhraul dam

under the Jal Jeevan Mission

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: The state Jal Shakti
department has launched a
floating intake unit in Dhan-
dhraul dam to supply drinking
water under Har Ghar Nal
scheme to 23,779 families settled
in 205 villages located in Son-
bhadra district, A spokesperson
for the department said, “Har
Ghar Nal scheme is being run
under the Jal Jeevan Mission in
various districts of Uttar Pradesh
to supply clean drinking water
through taps to rural families. In
the water-scarce Sonbhadra dis-
trict, the state government has
decided to supply water from
Dhandhraul dam located on the
Son river.”

“Under Belahi gram area pipe
drinking water scheme, a float-
ing intake unit has been
launched in Dhandhraul dam.
Raw water lifted from the intake
supplied water to the treatment
plant through pipelines,” he said.

“From the treatment plant,
the water is being supplied to 7
water tanks and 5 clear water
reservoirs built under the
scheme,” he added. "Sonbhadra
is Uttar Pradesh’s second largest
district in terms of area. It is sur-
rounded by four states Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Chhattis-
garh and Bihar, 50% of the dis-
trict terrain is hilly and rocky.
The ground water table is low
and impure, So, it was decided to
supply water from the dam,” the
spokesman said.

“Being ahilly area, the surface
of the dam is rocky. The water
supply through a pipeline to the
villages was costly and time con-
suming. So, it was decided to use
anew technology,” he added.

SOURCED

“The unit is constructed by
placing the pump station on the
surface of water and connecting
it with a pipeline to the water
treatment plant constructed
near the dam,” the spokesman
said.The ambitious Jal Jeevan
Mission scheme will prove to be
a boon for the villagers settled in
Sonbhadra district. The villages
were in grip of drinking water
scarcity. The ground water table
has declined and the quality of
ground water was not good for
human consumption. The threat
of water-borne diseases also
loomed large in the area.

“Alter the launch of Har Ghar
Nal scheme, the situation has
started changing. Now clean
drinking water is reaching every
village. Diseases have also
decreased and the health of the
villagers is improving,” he said.

To solve the problem of drink-
ing water in the district, 12 rural
pipe drinking water schemes
based on surface sources were
being launched by various firms
under the Jal Jeevan Mission,

“Earlier, it was planned that to
draw surface water traditional
intake wells will be constructed
on the banks of Son and Renu
rivers besides on Dhangharol,
Nagwan and Rihand dams. Due
to the rocky surface of these
dams, the construction of tradi-
tional intake well was going to
take a lot of time and cost also
multiplied,” the spokesman said.

“To solve the problem, a pre-
sentation of floating intake well
was made by a Pune-based firm.
After clearance of the project by
the UP government, it was
decided to deal with the challen-
ges of drinking water in Sonbha-
dra with the new floating intake
system,” he added.
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UP’s encephalitis feat: From
149 deaths in 2018 to 0 this yr

JE Cases
Drop From
174 to Just5

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: UP recorded zero
encephalitis deaths in 2024,
while reported cases have al-
sowitnessed a substantial de-
cline, an official spokesper-
son said on Thursday.
Officials said that in 2005,
the statefaced an epidemic of
Japanese Encephalitis (JE)
and Acute Encephalitis
Syndrome (AES), with over
6,000 children affected and
more than 1,400 deaths. Go-
rakhpur, the epicentre of the
outbreak, was under scruti-
ny. Despite concerted efforts
and policies, the situation re-
mained dire, with fatalities
surpassing 50,000 by 2017.

IMPROVING HEALTHCARE

Officials said, “In a signi-
ficantachievement for UP un-
derCM Yogi Adityanath’slea-
dership, deathsfrom AESand
JE plummeted from 149 in
2018 — comprising 137 AES-
related and 12 JE-related fata-
lities —to zero as of Oct 2024.
A sharp decline in cases was
alsorecorded, with AES cases
dropping from 1,472 in 2018 to
116 in 2024, and the number of
JE cases falling from 174 to
justsover the same period.”

The spokesperson added
that the districts of Gorakh-
pur, Basti, Maharajganj, Kus-

hinagar, Siddharthnagar,
and Sant Kabir Nagar in the
Purvanchal region were the
hardesthitby these twodisea-
ses. CM Yogi has been active-
ly combating these diseases-
—responsible for the deaths
of 50,000 children in Purvan-
chal between 2005 and
2017—since his tenure as an
MP from Gorakhpur. Howe-
ver, his efforts gained further
momentum after he assumed
office as CM in 2017. The spo-
kesperson said that the tur-
ning point came with the
launch and expansion of the
‘Har Ghar Nal Se Jal’ scheme
under the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion. “The initiative aimed to
provide tap water to every ho-
usehold, which is a critical
factor in curbing water-bor-
ne infections and enhancing
overall health. Recognising
the seriousness of the situa-
tion and prioritising health
intheaffected regions, the Yo-
gi government accelerated ef-

forts to deliver tap water to
households in districts heavi-
ly impacted by diseases like
JE and AES, significantly im-
proving access to clean wa-
ter,” the spokesperson said.

Citing data from the Jal
Jeevan Mission assessment
reports, officials stated that
85-92% of households in the
affected districts now have
tap water connections.

Additional chief secreta-
ry of the Namami Gange and
rural water supply depart-
ment, Anurag Srivastava, sa-
id, “The availability of clean
water across eastern Uttar
Pradesh has reduced cases of
deadly AES, including JE,
which claimed the lives of
thousands of children in the
past. We will soonachieveour
goal of providing tap water to
100% of households. Clean
water is the primary require-
ment forahealthy life, and we
are committed to achieving
this goal.”
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No Japanese Encephalitis, AES death in U.P. so far in 2024

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh
recorded zero Acute Encephali-
tis Syndrome (AES) and Japa-
nese Encephalitis (JE) deaths
this year while there was a sharp
decline in AES cases from 1,472
in 2018 to 116 in 2024 and JE
cases from 174 to just five during
the same period, data released
by the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
revealed on Thursday.

In 2018, the death toll due to
these diseases was 149 (137 AES-
related and 12 JE-related). But in
the last two years, only one death
each was reported in Bahraich
and Kushinagar while AES cases
dropped by 99%.

The survey was conducted in
Gorakhpur, Basti, Maharajganj,
Kushinagar, Siddharthnagar and
Sant Kabir Nagar districts in east
Uttar Pradesh that was hit hard-
est by the two diseases.

Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath was actively combating the
diseases that led to the death of
around 50,000 children in east
UP between 2005 and 2017, dur-
ing his tenure as an MP from
Gorakhpur. However, his efforts
gained further momentum after
he became chief minister in

SHARP DECLINE IN
ALS CASES FROM
1,472 IN 2018 TO 116
IN 2024 AND

JE CASES FROM 174
TO JUST FIVE,
REVEALS JJM DATA

2017. The turning point in the
fight against AES/ JE came with
the launch and expansion of the
‘Har Ghar Nal’ scheme under the
Jal Jeevan Mission in 2019. This
initiative aimed to provide tap
water to every household, a criti-
cal factor in curbing water-
borne infections and enhancing
overall health.

The ‘Har Ghar Nal Se Jal’
scheme was swiftly imple-
mented to provide clean drink-
ing water. Recognizing the seri-
ousness of the situation and pri-
oritising health in affected
regions, the Yogi government
accelerated efforts to deliver tap
water to households in districts
heavily impacted by diseases like
JE and AES, significantly
improvingaccess to clean water.

According to Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion reports, 85-92% of house-
holds in the affected districts
now had tap water connections.

HAR GHAR NAL SE JAL
The ‘Har Ghar Nal Se Jal' scheme was swiftlyimplemented to
provide clean drinking water. The Yogi government accelerated
efforts to deliver tap water to households in districts heavily
impacted by diseases like JE and AES, significantly improving

access to clean water.

According to Jal Jeevan Mission reports, 85-92% of households
in the affected districts now had tap water connections. This
achievement was credited with reducing water-borne infections
and boosting public health resilience. The initiative not only
ensured hydration but also fortified the immune system, crucial
in combating mosquito-borne diseases like JE.

This achievement was credited
with reducing water-borne
infections and boosting public
health resilience. The initiative
not only ensured hydration but
also fortified the immune sys-
tem, crucial in combating mos-
quito-borne diseases like JE.
The first case of JE in UP was
reported in 1978. Over the next
two decades, more than 30% of
thoseaffected succumbed to the
disease, with children in the

eastern districts of the state
being the hardest hit. JE is
caused by the bite of Culex mos-
quitoes, and AES, commonly
known as brain fever, became a
persistent threat for the chil-
dren.

The year 2005 witnessed
surge in the JE and AES cases
with over 6,000 children falling
victim and more than 1,400
deaths. Gorakhpur, the epicentre
of the outbreak, was under scan-

ner Despite concerted efforts
and health schemes, the situa-
tion remained dire, with fatali-
ties surpassing 50,000 by 2017.
Additional chief secretary,
Namami Gange and rural water
supply department, Anurag Sriv-
astava said: “Availability of clean
water across the eastern UP has
reduced cases of deadly AES,
including JE. We will soon
achieve our goal of providing tap
water to 100% households.”




UP’s encephalitis feat: From
149 deaths in 2018 to 0 this yr

JE Cases
Drop From
174 to Just 5

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: UP recorded zero
encephalitis deaths in 2024,
while reported cases have al-
so witnessed a substantial de-
cline, an official spokesper-
son said on Thursday.
Officials said that in 2005,
the statefaced an epidemic of
Japanese Encephalitis (JE)
and Acute Encephalitis
Syndrome (AES), with over
6,000 children affected and
more than 1,400 deaths. Go-
rakhpur, the epicentre of the
outbreak, was under scruti-
ny. Despite concerted efforts
and policies, the situation re-
mained dire, with fatalities
surpassing 50,000 by 2017.

IMPROVING HEALTHCARE

Officials said, “In a signi-
ficantachievement for UP un-
derCM Yogi Adityanath’slea-
dership, deathsfrom AESand
JE plummeted from 149 in
2018 — comprising 137 AES-
related and 12 JE-related fata-
lities —to zero as of Oct 2024.
A sharp decline in cases was
alsorecorded, with AES cases
dropping from 1,472 in 2018 to
116 in 2024, and the number of
JE cases falling from 174 to
justsover the same period.”

The spokesperson added
that the districts of Gorakh-
pur, Basti, Maharajganj, Kus-

hinagar, Siddharthnagar,
and Sant Kabir Nagar in the
Purvanchal region were the
hardest hit by these twodisea-
ses. CM Yogi has been active-
ly combating these diseases-

responsible for the deaths
of 50,000 children in Purvan-
chal between 2005 and
2017—since his tenure as an
MP from Gorakhpur. Howe-
ver, his efforts gained further
momentum after he assumed
office as CM in 2017. The spo-
kesperson said that the tur-
ning point came with the
launch and expansion of the
‘Har Ghar Nal Se Jal’ scheme
under the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion. “The initiative aimed to
provide tap water to every ho-
usehold, which is a critical
factor in curbing water-bor-
ne infections and enhancing
overall health. Recognising
the seriousness of the situa-
tion and prioritising health
inthe affected regions, the Yo-
gi government accelerated ef-

forts to deliver tap water to
households in districts heavi-
ly impacted by diseases like
JE and AES, significantly im-
proving access to clean wa-
ter,” the spokesperson said.

Citing data from the Jal
Jeevan Mission assessment
reports, officials stated that
85-92% of households in the
affected districts now have
tap water connections.

Additional chief secreta-
ry of the Namami Gange and
rural water supply depart-
ment, Anurag Srivastava, sa-
id, “The availability of clean
water across eastern Uttar
Pradesh has reduced cases of
deadly AES, including JE,
which claimed the lives of
thousands of children in the
past. We will soonachieveour
goal of providing tap water to
100% of households. Clean
water is the primary require-
ment forahealthy life, and we
are committed to achieving
this goal.”
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Zero deaths due to AES,

JE in UP this year

PNS B LUCKNOW

In a significant achievement
for Uttar Pradesh under
Chief  Minister  Yogi
Adityanath's leadership, deaths
due to Acute Encephalitis
Syndrome (AES) and Japanese
Encephalitis (JE) have plum-
meted from 149 in 2018—
comprising 137 AES-related
and 12 JE-related fatalities—to
zero as of October 2024,
according to data from the Jal
Jeevan Mission.

The statistics also reveal a
sharp decline in AES cases,
dropping from 1,472 in 2018 to
116 in 2024, while JE cases fell
from 174 to just five over the
same period.

The survey covered the districts
of  Gorakhpur, Basti,
Maharajganj, Kushinagar,
Siddharthnagar, and Sant Kabir
Nagar in the Purvanchal
region, which has been the
hardest hit by the two diseases.
Notably, Yogi has been active-
ly combating these diseases—
responsible for the deaths of
50,000 children in Purvanchal
between 2005 and 2017—since
his tenure as an MP from
Gorakhpur. However, his
efforts gained further momen-
tum after he assumed office as
chief minister in 2017.

The districts covered in the sur-
vey include Gorakhpur, Basti,
Maharajganj, Kushinagar,
Siddharthnagar and Sant Kabir
Nagar of the Purvanchal
region, which has been the
most affected region by the two
diseases.

Current statistics reveal a sig-
nificant success with only one
death each reported in
Bahraich and Kushinagar over
the last two years, with no other
JE fatalities elsewhere.

AES cases have dropped by an

astonishing 99%. The turning
point came with the launch and
expansion of the ‘Har Ghar Nal
Se JalI' scheme under the Jal
Jeevan Mission. This initiative
aimed to provide tap water to
every household, a critical fac-
tor in curbing water-borne
infections and enhancing over-
all health.

Recognising the seriousness
of the situation and prioritising
health in affected regions, the
Yogi government accelerated
efforts to deliver tap water to
households in districts heavily
impacted by diseases like JE
and AES, significantly improv-
ing access to clean water.
According to the Jal Jeevan
Mission reports, 85-92% of
households in the affected dis-
tricts now have tap water con-
nections. This achievement is
credited with reducing water-
borne infections and boosting
public health resilience. The
initiative not only ensures
hydration but also fortifies the
immune system, crucial in
combating mosquito-borne
diseases like JE.

Notably, the year 2005 wit-
nessed the JE and AES epidem-
ic, with over 6,000 children
falling victim and more than
1,400 deaths.

Gorakhpur, the epicentre of the
outbreak, was under scanner.
Despite concerted efforts and
policies, the situation remained
dire, with fatalities surpassing
50,000 by 2017.

The first case of JE in Uttar
Pradesh was reported in 1978.
Over the next two decades,
more than 30 per cent of those
affected succumbed to the dis-
ease, with children in the east-
ern districts of the state being
the hardest hit.

JE, caused by the bite of Culex
mosquitoes, and AES, com-

monly known as brain fever,
became a persistent threat.
The Yogi government imple-
mented a comprehensive plan
to combat these diseases by
ensuring cleanliness, providing
clean water, and accelerating
vaccination efforts through
the Health department.
Additional Chief Secretary,
Namami Gange and Rural
Water Supply, Anurag
Srivastava said: “Availability
of clean water across eastern
Uttar Pradesh has reduced
cases of deadly AES and JE,
which had claimed the lives of
thousands of children in the
past. We will soon achieve
our goal of providing tap water
to 100% households. Clean
water is the primary require-
ment for a healthy life. We are
committed to achieving this
goal”

The numbers up to August 13,
2024, show the turnaround in
the battle against JE and AES
in Uttar Pradesh.

In Gorakhpur, where about
92.13% of households now
have access to tap water, there
have been no JE-related deaths
reported this year, a stark con-
trast to three deaths recorded
in 2018. Similarly, 87.83%
households in Maharajganj
and 86.53% households in
Basti are connected to tap
water, and there have been no
JE deaths this year or in 2018.
Siddharth Nagar has achieved
85.06% tap water connectivity
as of August 13, with no deaths
reported this year, despite four
deaths in 2018. Kushinagar,
with 90.73% tap water connec-
tivity, has also seen zero deaths
this year, compared to two
deaths in 2018. Sant Kabir
Nagar reports 89.20% water
connectivity, with no deaths in
either 2018 or 2024.



UPwinsbattleagainst AES, JE as no deathreportedso far thisyear

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 17 OCTOBER

Ina significant achievement
of Uttar Pradesh, no death
has been reported deaths
from Acute Encephalitis Syn-
drome (AES) and Japanese
Encephalitis (JE} so far this
year, according to datafrom
the Jal Jeevan Mission here
on Thursday.

The death toll from the
diseases — comprising 137

Fri;

AFES-related and 12 JE-related
fatalities — had plummeted
to 149in 2018.

The state government data
reveal a sharp declinein AES
cases, a drop from 1,472 in
2018 to 116 in 2024, while JE
cases fell from 174 to just 5
overthe same period.

The survey covered the
districts of Gorakhpur, Basti,
Maharajganj, Kushinagar,
Siddharthnagar, and Sant
Kabir Nagarin the Purvanchal

18 October 2824
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/76864537

region, which has been the
hardest hit by the two dis-
eases,

Notably, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath has been
activelycombating these dis-
easeswhich have beenrespon-
sible for the deaths 050,000
children in Purvanchal
between 2005 and 2017 since
his tenure as an MP from
Gorakhpur. However, his
efforts gained further momen-
tum after he assumed office
as the chief minister of the
state in 2017,

The districts covered in
thesurvey include Gorakhpur,
Basti, Maharajganj, Kushi-
nagar, Siddharthnagar, and
Sant Kabir Nagar of the Pur-
vanchal region, which has
been most affected region
by the two diseases.

It is worth mentioning
here that ChiefMinister Yogi
Adityanath has been fighting
a battle against the two dis-
eases, which claimed the lives
of 50,000 children between

2005 and 2017 in the Pur-
vanchal region of Uttar
Pradesh since he was an MP
from Gorakhpur. However,
he intensified his fight after
becoming the chiefminister
in2017.

Officials said the current
statistics reveal a significant
success with only one death
each reported in Bahraich
and Kushinagarover the last
two years, with no other JE
fatalitieselsewhere. AES cases
have dropped by an aston-
ishing 99%.

The tuming point came
with thelaunch and expansion
of the 'Har Ghar Nal Se Jal'
scheme under the Jal Jeevan
Mission. This initiative aimed
to provide tap water to every
household, a critical factor
incurbing water-bomeinfec-
tions and enhancing overall
health.

According to Jal Jeevan
Mission reports, 85-92% of
households in the affected
districts now have tap water

connections. This achieve-
mentiscredited with reducing
water-borne infections and
boosting public health
resilience. The initiative not
only ensures hydration but
also fortifiesthe immune sys-
tem, crucial in combating
maosquito-bomediseaseslike

Notably, the year 2005 wit-
nessed the JE and AES epi-
demic, with over 6,000 children
falling victim and more than
1,400 deaths. Gorakhpur, the
epicenter of the outbreak,
was under scanner. Despite
concerted efforts and policies,
the situation remained dire,
with fatalities surpassing
50,000 by 2017,

The first case of Japanese
Encephalitis (JE} in Uttar
Pradeshwasreportedin 1978,
Over the next two decades,
more than 30 percentofthose
affected succumbed to the
disease, with children in the
eastern districts of the state

being the hardest hit.
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Odisha wins Water Awards '23, UP 2nd

disha has been selected as the winner of the 5th National Water Awards 2023

with Uttar Pradesh securing the second spot, and Gujarat and Puducherry
jointly securing the third spot in the list of annual awards announced by the Jal
Shakti ministry on Monday. The award covers nine categories, honouring
outstanding contributions to water conservation and management across India.
The award ceremony, set to be held on Oct 22, will be presided over by President
Droupadi Murmu. t~n
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guifa forar, gt i oir & a1 ofiR arfior ST faem & srar Hren wftia iR sffaraa iR Smar Sigad
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Uttar Pradesh Bags Second Position In Water Conversation
And Management

Uttar Pradesh has been conferred with the prestigious National Water Award for its outstanding work in water management
and conservation. The state has secured the second position in water conservation and management in the country. Banda
received the Best District award for showcasing exceptional efforts in water management and conservation.

President Droupadi Murmu presented the award at the 5th National Water Awards ceremony held at Vigyan Bhavan in
New Delhi today. Anurag Srivastava, Additional Chief Secretary of the Namami Gange and Rural Water Supply
Department, and Dr Balakar Singh, Housing Commissioner, received the award on behalf of Uttar Pradesh.

President Murmu, along with Union Jal Shakti Minister C.R. Patil, praised Uttar Pradesh’s efforts in providing tap water to
every household and its innovative experiments in water conservation, especially in the Bundelkhand and Vindhya
regions.

The state bagged the award for achieving a remarkable feat in 2023 by providing tap water connections to more than
17,900 villages, setting a record for the fastest implementation of the Har Ghar Nal Se Jal scheme.
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President Murmu confers the 5th
National Water Awards: Uttar
Pradesh wins for outstanding water
management

The state bagged the award for achieving a remarkable feat in 2023 by providing tap water
connections to more than 17,900 villages, setting a record for the fastest implementation of
the Har Ghar Nal Se Jal scheme.

Online Desk - ETGovernment
Updated On Oct 22,2024 at 07:55 PM IST

Uttar Pradesh has been
conferred with the
prestigious National Water
Award for its outstanding
work in water management

and conservation.

The state has made

jonal Water Av

rds started in 2018 to promote L o
water conservation in line with the governments visionof  Significant strides in

aJal Samridh Bharat’ (wat ficient India).

providing household tap
connections in rural areas and implementing impressive water
conservation and management initiatives, securing second place in the

counury.

President Droupadi Murmu presented the award at the Sth National
Warter Awards ceremony held at Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi on
Tuesd:

and Rural Water Supply Department, and Dr. Balakar Singh, Housing

Anurag Srivastav:

, Additional Chief Secretary, Namami Gange

Commissioner, received the award on behalf of Uttar Pradesh.

Odisha bagged the first prize in the Best State category, while Gujarat

and Puducherry shared the third spor.

Pr

sident Murmu praised Uttar Pradesh's

efforts in providing tap water
to every household and its innovarive experiments in water conservation.
Du

g the programme, Union Jal Shakti Minister CR Patil also

commended Uttar Pradesh’s worl

in providing household tap
connections and water conservation efforts in Bundelkhand and Vindhya

regions.

The state bagged the award for achieving a remarkable feat in 2023 by
providing tap water connections to more than 17,900 villages, setting a

record for the fas

es

implementation of the Har Ghar Nal Se Jal scheme.

Under the leadership of Dr. Balakar Singh, the then managing director,

Jal Nigam (rural) UP, the state implemented various innovative measures
for water conservation and management, benefiting farmers through

improved irrigation facilities. To enhance irrigation infrastructure, over

6,000 check dams and 1,000 ponds were also constructed.

The state also made major advancements in rainwater harvesting,
constructing structures in 31,360 government buildings. Additionally,
27,368 traditional water bodies were restored, and 17,279 Amrit Sarovars
were built. As a result, five blocks in the state were removed from the
over-exploited and critical categories between 2022 and 2023, and the

groundwater level improved in 34 cities.

The state has also made strides in wastewater management, constructing
133 sewage treatment plants (STPs) with a combined capacity of 4,100

MLD to reduce pollution in the Ganga River.

The award recognizes Uttar Pradesh's efforts in providing clean drinking

water to rural households.

As of October

2024, the state has connected

7 crore rural
households with tap water, benefiting 13.66 crore people, under the Jal

Jeevan Mission's Har Ghar Jal scheme.

Meanwhile, Banda from Uttar Pradesh bagged the Best District award

for showe:

ing exceptional efforts in water management and
conservation. Former DM of Banda Durga Shakti Nagpal received the

award from the President.

The National Water Awards started in 2018 to promote water
conservation in line with the government's vision of a ‘Jal Samridh

Bharat' (water-sufficient India).
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S HeieH & forg gt @t e g et sraré, agufa gl 3 3 e genfaa
aEafa g5 3 gt TafR 77t SR Sfiaraa sk gISfAT HAsR 3. FAFR & i AET ST gEBR @ fahar gEnfaa

GGG THIR 7171 SR S Sik gISfET #AgR 7 apufa & are faar R, (Etv Bharat)
By ETV Bharat Uttar Pradesh Team .
@ Published : 19 hours ago f X @ B SiMiniRead

TGS: ST T 3R STl TRETUT & & 7 IPE R e oh (1] IR UGN &l AET STl YREAR & TaTSHT 74T 5. AT 3areh 7
ER-ER @ el ShAdR UgdTA o WY STel TRETUT 3R STt Fae o &5 H AER HM & g G948 77 6t Aoft § IaR udar &t
3 H gEeT @ A 8.

7 feeht & famm e & FIeraR @t SaifSid uied TR Siet YRR hRishA B IR USRT & 3R & T 17t e arefior sremgfd
faomT & TR TRer Afg SRAT sffardd SR SaT Siged 8. aaaR g 3 gufd aiud 75 & e S QR Tgvr faar.
qIIE sy T oft # IZT T Ugdn SR [oRIE UF GFA< il U €U T =T w1 e

39 Hidh IR AEUfd SIUt 75 A 8% O % A § STl uga i qfew A foRy 7Y St SR 3R STt wReror i e # g g sifta vt
& IR Y. BrIRE & R g ofe fert Feft o urfeet 7 off IR TR gRT eerEs SRk farem 8 # eR-6R b T e
TEA 3R ST TR&T0T i fea # g Tq ot wvieT. 3 Suate) & forg A qreR: St dreron 3R St aeee & ArY-are 3T Hesl
¥ 2023 # T At & 757 & 17900 idT Sl §R R T § STl UgA BT hifer A AT fomar 2. 2023 # SrRe U19s arex Sk
afa Ffd 77 Ba gy of. aoeR g 3 STet TRervr 3k STt weie & forg &g sifea v forg 2. et @ Siat weiee & ary-ary
fopart ot fRiams & oft e, var  Riaré it arawn dgak a5 & g Fer 6000 & sifdes Ias 24 3k 1000 arerrat o fmfor fovar .
S STAT STe TRETUT & fIg 31360 FRBRY a1 UR 3 dfex gra et dxa=nsi a1 fmfor fram mar. 2022 & 2023 # 5 &difes srfdelfed
3% fenfearet Soft & gerg Q. Ty & 34 el & Sfiwrd HfuTe TR H GUR goHT. R H 27,368 uRuRe Sie el s RIgR fomar .
17279 Sra TRraRt a1 fmtor e mar. gt gt off fos pufy gRr R wev a & fog sroR e @fia R W & Ay aenretE
STRGR TTSE afex, Tfag A 17 3f qorar e Hive 24.576 Sita= e 6 8% 5= STt AT & dgd I9% Te 22 JHagar, 2024 a6
2 g 27 ARG 77 &R 194 Irfior aRaRt de e shiar UgaT 9o 8. e 13.66 its TrHivi st g dawier H8aT 8 <81 81 56
g Tl 81 H Iy Weadl Ud UasTel fAeF ot $exAMd 28 Nt H awe fewwt srars @ oft gmmfaa fovar mar an.



B Reczara

o
FER 5Te Y§e F g gt &1 e gty ora erars

Newswrap o %M, 7673
Tue, 22 Oct 2024, 06:49.PM

Tyl 7 A THTE SR flaRdd 9 31, SebR R @ faun @S <1 Sid [HR H G4y 315 3 407l 7 IR oW S el gui vE

ST Yee 2R STl IR & & 7 IPP B A S 1Y IR U 1 P Tl [RSR @ IS T B | A0 D] H ERIR T A a9 UgdH B WY STl WA SR Sicl Yele & & 7 AHER S & Y 9498
rog 1 A0 H gt 1 & H g1 R el 81 HTGAR &1 7 feeeh & R Ha H o uied gty Sia R SrdeH # pafa @ ud 96 A uew 3 39 Sudfe S fag wwenfd fban Fafh 0 od o stemgfd
T & SR T fea SR fard SR SaT S 31, JaeR g 7 pufa gudt 5y 3 A S R v

Ay 50 1 A0ft H ISR DI Uge SR ORI G YFeR P G U 3 R R el | 39 Hid R Iy Suet 55 4 R R @ A9 9 9 uga @i gfen # b e Sl ik S/ wRem a1 e # fg g sifvea
T @ ARG B it o Wi T W wfed 7 +f ST v R A IR AR 87 § R 7% A SaRH UgaH SR S WRew St o # 5 e S 51w

39 S & U el [REBR

T TREUT SR ST Tee & WIY-H1Y TR UE 7 2023 H Y o G 57 F 17900 AT Bl &R TR T § e UG P BITH Ryt faam ami 2023 H Fremias o st SR s T 1 5 8¢ S saeR Rig A 9w
TREJOT 3R T Y & AU B SAfTa T o 41| et an STt Uele & ry-ur o ol Riarg # off firem | wewr 7 Riar & oraw 95eR &3 & o $e 6000 ¥ 3ife 9 SH iR 1000 drarst &1 fmfor far
TN P SHATET STl WRAT I FeTT 31360 TRBRI Hal TR ¥ dfex gra et Sarrsi o1 fmfor fasan a1 2022 @ 2023 # 5 w1 ifcifed iR fpfedwma Joft @ gerg o) e & 34 2631 & Siad yoid R H GuR gl
TR H 27,368 URURS STt Tl &1 TRISR a1 111 17279 33d SR1a! &1 Fafon d=ma 11 §30 S & g 31. SaaR g &1 i b mn
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UP News: 2ITHGR 5Tl YeigrH o fei gut bl fAet
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f&am 3R yaer = 2023 ® 17900 Iidl &Y 5T Ugdm W &1 RepTS ST {\

BY JAGRAN NEWS
EDITED BY: SHIVAM YADAV

f2f5ied 8P, TRaA3 | 22 HagER 5Tt Teie iR FTet TRETUT P 8151 H 3rpte BT G 3 foi 3TR Taer
PTG 5T GRBR I AT I 8| ATHIOT SATeh| H ER-ER eb et pricrle UgelT ob H1ef 5Tc FRET0T
37R 5T Uelerd 3 8551 H ITHER BTH & foe HIATS AT bl AUft 7 3R UG BT §21 H GHRT XA AT 2

HITGAR 1 78 faewi! & T Hed H 3R ierd I 57 QREPR BRIH H Iregufd aradt g5 &
3R UaRI 1 34 3ufed] & feiw ArATfAd fbarm| 3R waer bl 3R & FHIfA 711 ud sirHtoT stermgfd fammr
W 3R HR [fAd 3RPT Sfiarda 3iR TR 37w 81 bR g 7 Iegufd ardt gy J It sa

YRBR U f35aT| TS A5 bt Aoft H 3SRAT T Ugetl 3R IERIT U YgeRt Bl T T J R

I fAe

S It TR AU GIIET HH A 8 TR b et 3 5Tt Uge ol HfegH H fobU 718 rif 3R 31k 37 Taror
1 fo= H opw 7T 31HAa SRIDT 1 A1t 1| BIITH P AR bt ST 21fts il TR urfea 7 Ht

IR UG gRT gomies 3R fefeas 8551 H ER-ER dcb et riarRlH Uga 3R STet FR&70T i fem # fobu e
BT BT TRTET|

39 3ucfess & fole fAeT qRepR
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UP received National Award for excellent water
management

Lucknow, Oct 22 (UNI) Uttar Pradesh has
been conferred with the prestigious National
Water Award for its outstanding work in
water management and conservation.

The state has secured second position in
water conservation and management in the
country. Meanwhile, Odisha has bagged the
first prize in water conservation and

management, while Gujarat and Puducherry
shared the third spot.

President Droupadi Murmu presented the award at the 5th National Water Awards ceremony
held at Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi on Tuesday. Additional Chief Secretary, Namami Gange and
Rural Water Supply Department Anurag Srivastava and Housing Commissioner Dr Balakar
Singh received the award on behalf of UP.

It may be noted that UP has made significant strides in providing household tap connections in
rural areas and implementing impressive water conservation and management initiatives under
the leadership of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath in recent years.

President Murmu praised UP's efforts in providing tap water to every household and its
innovative experiments in water conservation. During the programme, Union Jal Shakti
Minister CR Patil also commended UP's work in providing household tap connections and water
conservation efforts in Bundelkhand and Vindhya regions.

The state bagged the award for achieving a remarkable feat in 2023 by providing tap water

connections to more than 17,900 villages, setting a record for the fastest implementation of the
Har Ghar Nal Se Jal scheme.

Acting on the directives of the Yogi government, Dr Balakar Singh, the then Managing Director
of Jal Nigam (Rural) UP, implemented several innovative measures for water conservation and
management, significantly benefiting farmers by improving irrigation facilities. To enhance
irrigation infrastructure, over 6,000 check dams and 1,000 ponds were constructed.

The state also made major advancements in rainwater harvesting, constructing structures in
31,360 government buildings. Additionally, 27,368 traditional water bodies were restcred, and
17,279 Amrit Sarovars were built.

As a result, five blocks in the state were removed from the over-exploited and critical categories
between 2022 and 2023 and the groundwater level improved in 34 cities.

The state has also made strides in wastewater management, constructing 133 sewage treatment
plants (STPs) with a combined capacity of 4,100 MLD to reduce pollution in the Ganga River.

The award recognises UP's efforts in providing clean drinking water to rural households. As of
October 22 the state has connected 2.27 crore rural households with tap water, benefiting 13.66
crore people, under the Jal Jeevan Mission's Har Ghar Jal scheme.

Meanwhile, Banda from Uttar Pradesh bagged the Best District award for showcasing
exceptional efforts in water management and conservation. Former DM of Banda Durga Shakti
Nagpal received the award from the President.

CM Yogi shared on his social media platform 'X,' and said, "Hon'ble President Smt. Draupadi
Murmu ji has awarded Uttar Pradesh the second position in the Best State category and Banda
district the Best District (North Zone) award under the 5th National Water Award-2023 in New
Delhi today. Under the esteemed guidance of Prime Minister Narendra Modi ji, unprecedented
work is being carried out in the field of 'Jal Shakti' in UP. This achievement reflects the
government's prioritisation of water conservation, management, and active public
participation.”

He said, "Hearty congratulations to the people of the state and to all those involved in this sacred
mission of water conservation and promotion!"
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Adityanath congratulates people after UP
secures 2nd position in National Water
Awards

PTI | Updated: October 22, 2024 21:13 IST

THEWEEK

PTI
NEWS UPDATE

Lucknow, Oct 22 (PTI) Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday congratulated the people of
the state after Uttar Pradesh secured the second position in the 'Best State' category under the
fifth National Water Awards.

Organised by the Ministry of Jal Shakti, the fifth National Water Awards were presented on
Tuesday by President Droupadi Murmu in New Delhi.

"President Draupadi Murmu has awarded Uttar Pradesh the second position in the Best State
category and Banda district the Best District (North Zone) award under the 5th National Water
Award-2023 in New Delhi today," Adityanath said in a post in Hindi on X.

"Under the guidance of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, unprecedented work is being carried
out in the field of 'Jal Shakti' in Uttar Pradesh. This achievement reflects the government's
prioritisation of water conservation, management, and active public participation,” he added.

The Uttar Pradesh government said in a statement that the state has been presented with the
prestigious National Water Award for its outstanding work in water management and
conservation under the leadership of Chief Minister Adityanath.

Uttar Pradesh has secured the second position in water conservation and management in
the country, it said.

According to the statement, President Murmu praised Uttar Pradesh's efforts in providing
tap water to every household and its innovative experiments in water conservation.
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Uttar Pradesh wins it big at National Water Award

Uttar Pradesh clinched second place in the 'Best State’ category at the National Water Awards, praised for efforts in water
onservation under Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath. Odisha secured first place. The state was acknowledged for providing tap
water to rural areas and significant contributions to various water management initiatives.
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NEW DELHI: Uttar Pradesh has secured the second position in the ‘Best State’
category at the fifth National Water Awards, organised by the Ministry of Jal
Shakti. Chief minister Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday congratulated the people of the
state for this achievement, highlighting the government’s efforts in water
conservation and management.

The awards were presented by President Droupadi Murmu at a ceremony held at
Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi.Odisha bagged the first prize in the ‘Best State’
category, while Gujarat and Puducherry shared the third spot.

In a post on X, Yogi Adityanath said, "President Droupadi Murmu has awarded
Uttar Pradesh the second position in the Best State category and Banda district the
Best District (North Zone) award under the 5th National Water Award-2023." He
attributed the success to the state's focus on 'Jal Shakti' under the guidance of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, adding that it reflects the government's priority
on water conservation and active public participation.

The state government issued a statement noting that the award recognised Uttar
Pradesh's work in providing tap water to rural households and its water
conservation efforts, particularly in Bundelkhand and the Vindhya regions. In
2023, Uttar Pradesh provided tap water connections to over 17,900 villages, setting

arecord for the fastest implementation of the Har Ghar Nal Se Jal scheme.

Under the leadership of the then Managing director of Jal Nigam (rural) of UP, Dr.
Balakar Singh, the state has implemented several measures to improve water
management, including constructing over 6,000 check dams and 1,000 ponds for
irrigation, as well as rainwater harvesting structures in 31,360 government
buildings. Additionally, 27,368 traditional water bodies were restored, and 17,279
Amrit Sarovars were built.

The state has also made progress in wastewater management, with the
construction of 133 sewage treatment plants (STPs) to reduce pollution in the
Ganga River. As of October 2024, 2.27 crore rural households have been connected

with tap water under the Jal Jeevan Mission, benefiting over 13 crore people.

Banda district from Uttar Pradesh also received recognition, winning the Best
District award for the North Zone. Durga Shakti Nagpal, the former district
magistrate of Banda, accepted the award on behalf of the district.

The National Water Awards were instituted in 2018 to promote water conservation
in line with the government's vision of a water-sufficient India.
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UP ranks second in water conservation, gets national award from Prez
Murmu

TOI

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh bagged the second position in water conservation and
management in the country and was conferred the National Water Award by
President Droupadi Murmu in New Delhi on Tuesday.

Banda from UP also received the award for the best district in the North Zone for
showcasing exceptional efforts in water management and conservation.

The first spot among states was taken by Odisha, while Gujarat and Puducherry
came a joint third.UP was awarded the second position in recognition of its efforts
in providing tap water connections to more than 17,900 villages in 2023, making
this the fastest implementation of the ‘Har Ghar Nal Se Jal' scheme across the

country.

Sharing the news on social media platform ‘X', Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said, "Hon'ble President Smt Draupadi Murmu ji awarded Uttar Pradesh the
second position in the Best State category and Banda District the Best District
(North Zone) award under the 5th National Water Award-2023 in New Delhi today.
Under the esteemed guidance of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji,
unprecedented work is being carried out in the field of Jal Shakti' in UP. This
achievement reflects the govt's prioritisation of water conservation, management,
and active public participation."

He also congratulated the people of the state and all those involved in water
conservation and promotion.

As of Oct 22, 2024, the state had connected 2.27 crore rural households or 13.66

crore people with tap water under the Jal Jeevan Mission's Har Ghar Jal scheme.

During the ceremony, President Murmu praised UP's efforts in providing tap
water to every household and its innovative experiments in water conservation.
Union Jal Shakti minister CR Patil also commended UP's work in providing
household tap connections and water conservation efforts in the Bundelkhand
and Vindhya regions.

Outlining the work done in UP, a govt spokesperson said that Dr Balakar Singh,
the then managing director of Jal Nigam (rural) UP, who was also present to
receive the award, implemented several innovative measures for water
conservation and management, significantly benefiting farmers by improving
irrigation facilities. To enhance irrigation infrastructure, over 6,000 check dams
and 1,000 ponds were constructed.

He added that major advancements in rainwater harvesting were made, with
structures constructed in 31,360 govt buildings. Another 27,368 traditional water
bodies were restored, and 17,279 Amrit Sarovars were built. As a result, five
blocks in the state were removed from the over-exploited and critical categories

between 2022 and 2023, and the groundwater level improved in 34 cities.

"The state also made strides in wastewater management, constructing 133 sewage
treatment plants with a combined capacity of 4,100 MLD to reduce pollution in
the Ganga river," he said.
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UP received National Award for excellent water
management

Lucknow, Oct 22 (UNI) Uttar Pradesh has
been conferred with the prestigious National
Water Award for its outstanding work in
water management and conservation.

The state has secured second position in
water conservation and management in the
country. Meanwhile, Odisha has bagged the
first prize in water conservation and

management, while Gujarat and Puducherry
shared the third spot.

President Droupadi Murmu presented the award at the 5th National Water Awards ceremony
held at Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi on Tuesday. Additional Chief Secretary, Namami Gange and
Rural Water Supply Department Anurag Srivastava and Housing Commissioner Dr Balakar
Singh received the award on behalf of UP.

It may be noted that UP has made significant strides in providing household tap connections in
rural areas and implementing impressive water conservation and management initiatives under
the leadership of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath in recent years.

President Murmu praised UP's efforts in providing tap water to every household and its
innovative experiments in water conservation. During the programme, Union Jal Shakti
Minister CR Patil also commended UP's work in providing household tap connections and water
conservation efforts in Bundelkhand and Vindhya regions.

The state bagged the award for achieving a remarkable feat in 2023 by providing tap water

connections to more than 17,900 villages, setting a record for the fastest implementation of the
Har Ghar Nal Se Jal scheme.

Acting on the directives of the Yogi government, Dr Balakar Singh, the then Managing Director
of Jal Nigam (Rural) UP, implemented several innovative measures for water conservation and
management, significantly benefiting farmers by improving irrigation facilities. To enhance
irrigation infrastructure, over 6,000 check dams and 1,000 ponds were constructed.

The state also made major advancements in rainwater harvesting, constructing structures in
31,360 government buildings. Additionally, 27,368 traditional water bodies were restcred, and
17,279 Amrit Sarovars were built.

As a result, five blocks in the state were removed from the over-exploited and critical categories
between 2022 and 2023 and the groundwater level improved in 34 cities.

The state has also made strides in wastewater management, constructing 133 sewage treatment
plants (STPs) with a combined capacity of 4,100 MLD to reduce pollution in the Ganga River.

The award recognises UP's efforts in providing clean drinking water to rural households. As of
October 22 the state has connected 2.27 crore rural households with tap water, benefiting 13.66
crore people, under the Jal Jeevan Mission's Har Ghar Jal scheme.

Meanwhile, Banda from Uttar Pradesh bagged the Best District award for showcasing
exceptional efforts in water management and conservation. Former DM of Banda Durga Shakti
Nagpal received the award from the President.

CM Yogi shared on his social media platform 'X,' and said, "Hon'ble President Smt. Draupadi
Murmu ji has awarded Uttar Pradesh the second position in the Best State category and Banda
district the Best District (North Zone) award under the 5th National Water Award-2023 in New
Delhi today. Under the esteemed guidance of Prime Minister Narendra Modi ji, unprecedented
work is being carried out in the field of 'Jal Shakti' in UP. This achievement reflects the
government's prioritisation of water conservation, management, and active public
participation.”

He said, "Hearty congratulations to the people of the state and to all those involved in this sacred
mission of water conservation and promotion!"
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