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‘Ensure piped water in Vindhya
and B’khand villages by Sep 30’

CM: Make Hamirpur part of
Ken-Betwa linking project

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: In the next 47 da-
ys, all rural households in
Bundelk-
hand and
Vindhya sho-
uld get piped
water supply,
said Jal
Shakti mini-
ster Swatantra Dev Singh
during a review meeting on
Monday.

The minister set the Sep
30 deadline and expressed
dissatisfaction over various
agencies and engineers for
the slow pace of work in so-
me regions, warning action
and even jail for those found
guilty. During the meeting,
he said that strict action
must be taken against offici-
als of the Brij Gopal Const-
ruction Company, which is
working in some pockets of
Jhansi and Jalaun. Angry at
the slow pace of work, the
minister said that the matter
should be investigated and
action should be taken aga-
instthose whoareresponsib-
le. Principal Secretary, Na-
mami Gange, Anurag Sri-
vastava said that a thorough
review of the company's
work will be done and the
culprits will be sent to jail,

Engineers and agencies
in charge of Sonebhadra we-
re also pulled up for the slow

Lucknow: Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Monday
suggested that Hamirpurdis-
trict should alsobe made part
of the Ken-Betwa River lin-
king project.

This river interlinking
project proposes to transport
excess water from the Ken Ri-
ver in Madhya Pradesh to the
Betwa River in Uttar Pradesh
to irrigate the drought-prone
Bundelkhand region. It in-
cludes constructing a 21km
link channel in UP that will
require the acquisition of 271
hectares of land.

During his meeting with
the department of irrigation
and water resources, Yogi sa-
id an MoU had been signed

pace of work in the area. Ex-
ecutive engineers of Sitapur
and Prayagraj were also pul-
led up for their behaviour
and working culture. “If the-
re is a complaint of stopping
bills against any engineer,
then swift action will be ta-
ken against the accused.
Engineers need to bring abo-
ut a massive change in their
way of working,” the mini-
stersaid.

He further said wherever
roadsaredugupforlayingof

between the govts of Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
and the Govt of India for the
river linking project, which
will provide irrigation to 2.51
lakh hectares in UPand bene-
fit the districts of Banda, Ma-
hoba, Jhansi, and Lalitpur;

The CM also directed offi-
cialstowork towardsa propo-
sal for building a rubber dam
near the Taj Mahal in Agra.

Looking at the increased
amount of silt in Saryuat Ay-
odhya and its current status
during the monsoon season,
Yogi also proposed construc-
ting a dam to mitigate future
risks of floods and recom-
mended consulting IIT for
the project. Tnn

pipes, repair work should be
carried out as soon as the
work is over. Where work has
been going on for 1-1.5 years
and potholes are found, ac-
tion will be taken against

concerned officials and
agencies, Singh said.
“Surprise  inspections

should be held to assess the
situation of water supply. If
supply is affected anywhere,
then efforts should be made
to restart it immediately,”
Srivastava added.



Ensure all villages get clean
water under Jal Jeevan: Yogi

Only high-quality
materials should be
used for Jal Jeevan
Mission works, says
Adityanath

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : Chief minister Yogi
Adityanath has directed offi-
cials concerned to expedite the
availability of pure drinking
water in all villages under the
Jal Jeevan Mission.

In a review meeting of the
Jal Jeevan Mission on Monday,
Adityanath emphasised that in
addition to pipeline installation
adequate measures for opera-
tion and maintenance of the
‘Har Ghar Nal’ project must be
in place.

Highlighting the role of
plumbers in ensuring clean
water access for every house-
hold, the CM instructed offi-
cials to ensure that they receive
proper training.

He emphasised that only
high-quality materials should

CM Yogi held areview meeting
of Jal Jeevan Mission on
Monday. FILE

be used for Jal Jeevan Mission
works. Stolen or damaged taps
should be promptly replaced,
he added.

During the meeting, officials
informed the CM that arrange-
ments were being made to pro-
vide pure drinking water to
over 2.63 crore households in
the state, with a total cost of Rs
1.60 lakh thousand crore. Addi-
tionally, approximately Rs
4,500 crore will be allocated
annually for the operation and
maintenance of the system.

The access to pure drinking
water is crucial for health. Pro-
viding clean water to rural
communities will prevent vari-
ous diseases, contributing to
overall village health. The

CM DIRECTS OFFICIALS TO ENSURE RISING
SARYU DOES NOT CAUSE DAMAGE TO AYODHYA

LUCKNOW: : Chief minister Yogi
Adityanath on Monday
instructed officials from the
irrigation and water resources
department to prevent any
damage in Ayodhya due to the
increased silt flow in the Saryu.

The CM proposed the
construction of adam to
mitigate future risks in
consultation with experts from
IIT. He also instructed the
officers to launch desilting and
channelisation of the riversin
the Terai region.

Healso reviewed the
progress of the Ken-Betwa link
project, for which an MoU has
beensigned between Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and
the Government of India. The
projectaims to provide

scheme will significantly pro-
vide relieve to the people from
problerms like digestive issues,
urinary problems, jaundice,
kidney stones, and kidney fail-
ure, he said.

Emphasising the need to

irrigation to 2.51lakh hectaresin
Uttar Pradesh, benefiting the
districts of Banda, Mahaoba,
Jhansi, and Lalitpur.

The project includes the
construction of a 21 km link
channelin Uttar Pradesh,
requiring 271 hectares of land
acquisition. The executive
engineer of the Ken-Betwa link
canal construction block 2 has
been appointed as the nodal
officer.

The CM instructed the
inclusion of Hamirpur districtin
the project's benefits and urged
officers to expedite the
desilting of dams on a priority
basis. He also emphasised the
need fora rubber dam near the
Tajin Agra.

HTC

raise awareness among villag-
ers about the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion through officers and pub-
lic representatives, the CM said
a detailed action plan should be
made in collaboration with
gram pradhans.
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Expedite drinking water
supply in villages: CM

PNS W LUCKNOW

hief Minister Yogi

Adityanath on Monday,
directed officials to expedite
the supply of pure drinking
water to all villages.
The chief minister’s directive
came during a review meeting
on the implementation of the
Jal Jeevan Mission in the state.
He emphasised that in addi-
tion to pipeline installation,
adequate measures for opera-
tion and maintenance must be
in place. Highlighting the
critical role of plumbers in
ensuring clean water access
for every household, the chief
minister instructed officials
to ensure they receive prop-
er training.
The chieig minister empha-
sised that only high-quality
materials should be used in the
Jal Jeevan Mission, ensuring
that pipes, taps and other
components are of the best
standard. He also instructed
that any stolen or damaged
taps be promptly replaced.
During the meeting, officials
informed the chief minister
that arrangements are being
made to provide pure drink-
ing water to over 2.63 crore
households in the state, with
a total cost of Rs 1.60 lakh
crore.
Additionally, approximately
Rs 4,500 crore will be allocat-
ed annually for the operation
and maintenance of the sys-
tem. The chief minister stat-
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ed that access to pure drink-
ing water is crucial for health.
Providing clean water to rural
communities will prevent var-
ious diseases, contributing to
overall village health. He
likened the scheme to a form
of water therapy, which will
significantly relieve condi-
tions such as digestive issues,
urinary problems, jaundice,
kidney stones and kidney
failure.
He emphasised the need to
raise awareness among vil-
lagers about the Jal Jeevan
Mission through officials and
public representatives. He
suggested that a detailed
action plan be developed in

collaboration with the gram
pradhans. He stated that vil-
lagers should be informed
that pure drinking water is
being provided at a cost lower
than their monthly mobile
expenses.

Panchayat assistants and BC
Sakhis should be involved in
this effort, he said. He also
specifically instructed that
roads excavated for pipeline
installation must be repaired
promptly. The chief minister
also instructed officials to
focus on making villages in
the state healthy and self-suf-
ficient. He emphasised the
%oal of achieving self-reliance
or every village.

He suggested starting fish
farming in village ponds that
are not associated with tem-
ples and exploring income
opportunities by establishing
gram haat and permanent
shops. For this, officials, local
public representatives and
ministers should also visit vil-
lages and have detailed discus-
sions with the Pradhan and
villagers, he added.

Chief  Minister Yogi
Adityanath highlighted that
the Gram Sachivalaya model is
garnering national attention
for its effectiveness in address-
ing village issues. Villagers
now have access to services
locally that previously required
a visit to the tehsil. He encour-
aged fostering healthy compe-
tition among villages to
achieve self-reliance.




CM: Expedite rural access to tap water

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: In ameeting tore-
view the status of the Jal Ji-
van Mission, chief minister
Yogi Adityanath on Monday

g stressed the
need to expe-
dite provision
of tap water to
all  villages.
Highlighting
~ the critical
role of plumbers in ensuring
clean water access for every
household, the CM instruct-
ed officials to ensure they re-
ceive proper training and
said that inaddition to instal-
lation of hardware, it was al-
sonecessary to maintain and
operate it properly.

The CM directed the de-
partment to use only high-
quality material, ensuring
that pipes, taps, and other
components are of the best
standards. He also said that

any part which has been sto-
len or damaged should be re-
placed immediately.

The CM was informed
that arrangements are being
made to provide drinking wa-
ter to over 2.63 crore house-
holds in the state, at a cost of
Rs1.61akh crore. Another ap-
proximately Rs 4,500 crore
will be allocated annually for
the operation and mainte-
nance of the system,

“Pure drinking water is
crucial for health. Providing
clean water to rural commu-
nities will prevent various
diseases, contributing to
overall village health. The
scheme is a form of water
therapy, which will signifi-
cantly relieve conditions
such as digestive issues, uri-
nary problems, jaundice, kid-
ney stones, and Kidney fail-
ure,” the CM said.

In addition to providing
tap water, the CM said that

there wasalsoaneedtocreate
awareness among villages
about the Jal Jeevan Mission.
He said that a detailed action
plan be developed in collabo-
ration with Gram Pradhans.
To make villagers appreciate
the project, the CM said, one
could give them an example
like their water supply was
being provided at a cost lower
than their monthly mobile
expenses. Panchayat assist-
ants and BC Sakhis should be
involved in this effort, headd-
ed. The CM also focused on
the need to repair all roads
that are being excavated for
pipeline installation.
Directing officials to fo-
cus on making villages
healthy and self-sufficient,
the CM spoke about the need
toachieve self-reliance for ev-
ery village. He suggested that
fish farming could be started
in village ponds that are not
associated with temples and

exploring income opportuni-
ties by establishing gram
haat and permanent shops.
He said that to pursue this
idea, officials, local public
representatives and minis-
ters should visit villages and
have detailed discussions
with the pradhan and villag-
ers.

The CM also said that the
Gram Sachivalayamodel was
garnering national attention
for its effectiveness in ad-
dressing village issues. “Vil-
lagers now have access to ser-
vices locally that previously
required a visit to the tehsil.
Healthy competition should
be fostered among villages to
achieve self-reliance. For
this, they will have to be en-
couraged at the government
level. The government
should allocate funds to vil-
lages equivalent to the in-
come they generate from
their own sources,” hesaid.



‘Repair roads dug
up to lay pipelines’

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: The department
of rural water supply has
threatened to take strict ac-
tionagainstagenciesthatfa-
il to repair roads which have
been cut for laving pipelines
under the ‘Har Ghar Nal
Scheme’.

Such agencies may be
blacklisted and contractors
caneven besent tojail, while
executive engineers will fa-
ce suspension.

DEADLINE NAVRATRI

“More than a dozen ex-
ecutive engineers may face
action for not repairing ro-
ads after pipeline installa-
tion and for incorrect repor-
ting of connections. Comp-
laints are highest against
eight executive engineers in
Purvanchal, six in Western
UP and three in the Awadh
region. These engineers ha-
ve been given an ultimatum
to improve their work cultu-
reandresolve all complaints

promptly. If there is no im-
provement, the department
will proceed with suspen-
sion actions against them,”
an official said.

Following directives of
department principal secre-
tary Anurag Srivastava, ex-
ecutive engineers and cont-
ractors have been instructed
to complete the repair of ro-
ads cut for pipeline installa-
tion by Oct 3, the start of
Navratri.

Besides, schemes where
Functional Household Tap
Connections (FHTC) have
been reported but water
supply isnot being provided,
immediate regular supply
of chlorinated water must
be ensured, the letter states.

Executive director of the
state drinking water Brijraj
Singh Yadav has written to
executive engineers of Jal
Nigam Rural and contrac-
tors of the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion, directing them to repa-
ir all roads and ensure regu-
lar water supply in connec-
ted villages before Navratri.
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Contractors to be jailed
if roads dug up to lay
pipelines not repaired

LUCKNOW: The contractors who
do not repair the roads that have
been dug up to lay down pipe-
lines under Har Ghar Nal Yojana
will be sent to jail and the engi-
neers entrusted with the task to
get the roads repaired will be
suspended, as per a state govern-
ment decision.

Notices has been ssued to 17
executive engineers to improve
the work or face action.

The state government has
received complaints from vari-
ous districts that the agencies
have not repaired the road after
laying the pipelines, causing
inconvenience to the people. In
the monsoon season, the dam-
aged roads are giving night-
mares to the people.

During a review meeting held
recently, complaints were
received from many districts
that even after laving the pipe-

lines and hydro testing, road
repair had not been completed.
Public representatives had also
complained to senior officers
about the poor condition of
roads . The work of repairing the
roads after laying the pipelines is
the responsibility of the agency
concerned . But several agencies
neglected the work. Taking cog-
nizance of the complaints, the
state government directed the
State Drinking Water and Sanita-
tion Mission to take action
against contractors and agen-
cies. Principal secretary, Nam-
ami Gange and Rural Water Sup-
ply, Anurag Srivastava
instructed the executive director,
State Drinking Water and Sanita-
tion Mission, to take strict action
against all agencies and execu-
tive engineers who failed to
repair the roads after they were
dug up to lav pipelines. HTC
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THE TIMES OF INDIA, LUCKNOW

FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 2024

‘Diseases down as 2.25cr rural
houses gettmg pure water now’

Neha Lalchandani
@timesofindia.com

Lucknow: UP’s jal shaktimi-
nister Swatantra Dev Singh
on Thursday said that the sta-
te govt had ensured the supp-
ly of pure drinking water to
2.25 crore rural households
in UP, leading to a drastic re-
duction of 98% in water-bor-
ne diseases.

Addressing a workshop
‘Waterline to Lifeline-Stop
Diarrhoea Campaign’ in
Lucknow, the minister quo-
ted data from the health de-
partment to say that cases of
water-borne diseases had de-
creased from 4.43 lakh in 2019
to just 7,000 in 2024 till now. In
the eastern UP region, he ad-
ded, not a single child death
was reported due to Japanese
Encephalitis (JE) and Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome
(AES)in 2024.

Focussing on the need for
collective efforts to maintain
: thesupply of clean water and
¢ prevent water-borne disea-
ses, Singh said: “Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi and UP
chief minister Yogi Aditya-
nath are working tirelessly to
improve the condition of the
poor. They are doing everyt-
hing possible to ensure clean

Swatantra Dev Singh during a
workshop in Lucknow on Thursday

water, houses, roads and qua-
lity education for every per-
son.”

Elaborating on the ‘Har
Ghar Nal’scheme, Singh said
that piped water had reached
almost every household in
the Bundelkhand region and
the few houses that were still
left out would also start get-
ting clean water within a
month.

The success of the “Jal Je-
evan’ mission, he said, could
be attributed to the govt’s
commitment to providing
clean water, coupled with the
active participation of gram
pradhans and villagers. He
said that the mission had not
only improved the healthand
well-being of rural commu-
nities but had also empowe-
red women, who have been
actively involved in water
testingand maintenance.

Principal secretary of

‘Replace casteism
with nationalism’

al Shakti minister Swatantra

Dev Singh appealed to people
to not get swayed by caste
considerations and asked them
toreplace ‘jaatiwaad’
(casteism), ‘vanshwaad aur
parivarwaad’ (dynastic bias)
with ‘rashtrawaad’
(nationalism).’ Giving the
example of neighbouring
Bangladesh to make his point,
the minister said: “Don't get
swayed by caste considerations.
The perils of this are evident in
whatis happening now inour
neighbouring country
Bangladesh.”

Namami Gange and rural
water supply department,
Anurag Srivastava said that
since the launch of the Jal Je-
evan mission scheme, it had
been decided that the cont-
ractor associated with the
praject would also be respon-
sible for its maintenance for
10 years. This maintenance
policy was formally cleared
by the cabinetand nowa cont-
ractor would be paid only af-
ter verifying that clean water
supply was reaching all tar-
geted households.
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THE TIMES OF INDIA
‘Ensure piped water in Vindhya and B'’khand villages by Sep 30’

Ensure piped waler in Vindiya on Ekhand villoges by Sep 30

Lucknow: In the next 47 days, all rural households in Bundelkhand and Vindhya
should get piped water supply, said Jal Shakti minister Swatantra Dev Singh
during a review meeting on Monday.

The minister set the Sep 30 deadline and expressed dissatisfaction over various
agencies and engineers for the slow pace of work in some regions, warning action
and even jail for those found guilty.During the meeting, he said that strict action
must be taken against officials of the Brij Gopal Construction Company, which is
working in some pockets of Jhansi and Jalaun. Angry at the slow pace of work, the
minister said that the matter should be investigated and action should be taken
against those who are responsible. Principal Secretary, Namami Gange, Anurag
Srivastava said that a thorough review of the company’s work will be done and the
culprits will be sent to jail.

Engineers and agencies in charge of Sonebhadra were also pulled up for the slow
pace of work in the area. Executive engineers of Sitapur and Prayagraj were also
pulled up for their behaviour and working culture. “If there is a complaint of
stopping bills against any engineer, then swift action will be taken against the
accused. Engineers need to bring about a massive change in their way of

working,” the minister said.

He further said wherever roads are dug up for laying of pipes, repair work should
be carried out as soon as the work is over. Where work has been going on for 1-1.5
years and potholes are found, action will be taken against concerned officials and
agencies, Singh said.

“Surprise inspections should be held to assess the situation of water supply. If
supply is affected anywhere, then efforts should be made to restart it

immediately,” Srivastava added.
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‘Repair roads dug up to lay pipelines’

TO

Lucknow: The department of rural water supply has threatened to take strict

action against agencies that fail to repair roads which have been cut for laying
pipelines under the ‘Har Ghar Nal Scheme’.

Such agencies may be blacklisted and contractors can even be sent to jail, while
executive engineers will face suspension.

“More than a dozen executive engineers may face action for not repairing roads
after pipeline installation and for incorrect reporting of connections.Complaints
are highest against eight executive engineers in Purvanchal, six in Western UP
and three in the Awadh region. These engineers have been given an ultimatum to
improve their work culture and resolve all complaints promptly. If there is no
improvement, the department will proceed with suspension actions against

them,” an official said.

Following directives of department principal secretary Anurag Srivastava,
executive engineers and contractors have been instructed to complete the repair

of roads cut for pipeline installation by Oct 3, the start of Navratri.

Besides, schemes where Functional Household Tap Connections (FHTC) have
been reported but water supply is not being provided, immediate regular supply
of chlorinated water must be ensured, the letter states.

Executive director of the state drinking water Brijraj Singh Yadav has written to
executive engineers of Jal Nigam Rural and contractors of the Jal Jeevan Mission,
directing them to repair all roads and ensure regular water supply in connected
villages before Navratri.
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Jal Jeevan Mission has led to drastic
cut in water-borne diseases: UP
minister Swatantra Dev Singh

As per the data from the health department, cases of water-borne disease cases have
drastically decreased from 4.43 lakh in 2019 to a mere 7,000 in 2024.
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The Jal Jeevan Mission has
ensured pure drinking water
to a staggering 2.25 crore

rural households in Uttar

Pradesh. This has led to
drastic 98% cut in water

borne diseases. This was

stated by Uttar Pradesh’s Jal
- sl Shakei Misistor Swatantra De Singh din
addresses a workshop titled ‘Waterline to Lifeline - Stop ~ Shakti Minister Swatantra
Diarrhoca Campeigr organized by the Jal Jeovan Mission )

in Lucknow on Thursday Dev Singh at a workshop

titled ‘Waterline to Lifeline
- Stop Diarrhoea Campaign’ organized by the Jal Jeevan Mission at the

Lucknow’s Indira Gandhi Pratishthan on Thursday.

As per the data from the health deparument, cases of water-borne

disease cases have drastically decreased from 4.43 lakh in 2019 to a

nere
7000 in 2024. Furthermore, in east UP region not a single child death
was reported due to Japanese L. itis (JE) and Acute El it
Syndrome (ALS) in 2024,

Speaking at the workshop, the Minister emphasized the importance of
collective efforts to maintain the supply of clean water and prevent
water-borme diseases. He praised Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision
and the state government's efforts in making clean water accessible o
every houschold.

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi and UP chief minister Yogi Adityanath
are working tirelessly to improve the conditions of the poor. They are
purtting in everything to ensure clean water, houses, roads and quality
educartion for every person,” he added.

‘The Jal Shaki minister also announced that clean water has reached
every household in Bundelkhand region and the few houses that are still
leit out would also start getting clean water within a month. He said the
region has long faced challenges in accessing clean water.

The success of the Jal Jeevan Mission has been attributed to the
government's commitment to providing clean water, coupled with the
active participation of gram pradhans and villagers. The mission has not
only improved the health and well-being of rural communities but has
also empowered women, who have been actively involved in water
testing and maintenance, he said.

‘The State Minister Ramkesh Nishad who was also present at the
function said: “Ealier the same water that was a cause of various water-
borne diseases is now spreading happiness”

Speaking on the occasion, Anurag Srivastava, Principal Secretary of
Namami Gange and Rural Water Supply Department, said since the
launch of the Jal Jeevan Mission scheme in the country’s most populous
state, it was decided that the contractor associated with the project
would also be responsible for its maintenance for 10 years. This novel
‘maintenance policy’ was also formally cleared by the cabinet and as part
of which the contractor will be paid only after verifying that clean water
supply was reaching all targeted households.

Over 600 gram pradhans and women water testers from actoss the state
participated in the day long workshop. They also received appreciation
certificates and won wholesome praise from the Jal Shakti minister.

Participating in one of the sessions during the workshop, Dr. Lokendra
Gupra from Medanra said: “W b diseases can be and
loss of life can be prevented if they are idenrified in time.” Professor at
the King George’s Medical University (KGMU), Dr Sheertal Verma, Dr
Saurabh Kashyap and paediatrician Dr Salman and Dr Rahul Vz
were also present during the session.

ihya

Meenu Khare, Director of All India Radio, said: “IWater conservation is
inherent in every religion and all need ro follow rhe wisdom ingrained in

those reachings”

Ashutosh Shukla, Editor of Dainik Jagran, said: “All of us are responsible
for the poor condition of rivers. We need to think anew for water

conservation and cleaning of rivers.”

One of the sessions at the workshop was on "Strengthening Enabling
Environment for Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene" and the second session
was on “Iransforming Rural UP",

The workshop concluded with a call to action, emphasizing the need for
continued efforts to maintain the momentum and ensuring every
houschold in Uttar Pradesh had access to clean water.
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‘Diseases down as 2.25cr rural houses getting pure water now’

Nicancas Anwn ne 2 I3ar riral B Rae ABMHNA Alira WAtar AAv:

Lucknow: UP’s jal shakti minister Swatantra Dev Singh on Thursday said that the
state govt had ensured the supply of pure drinking water to 2.25 crore rural

households in UP, leading to a drastic reduction of 98% in water-borne diseases.

Addressing a workshop ‘Waterline to Lifeline-Stop Diarrhoea Campaign’ in
Lucknow, the minister quoted data from the health department to say that cases
of water-borne diseases had decreased from 4.43 lakh in 2019 to just 7,000 in 2024
till now.In the eastern UP region, he added, not a single child death was reported
due to Japanese Encephalitis (JE) and Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) in 2024.

Focussing on the need for collective efforts to maintain the supply of clean water
and prevent water-borne diseases, Singh said: “Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and UP chief minister Yogi Adityanath are working tirelessly to improve the
condition of the poor. They are doing everything possible to ensure clean water,

houses, roads and quality education for every person.”

Elaborating on the ‘Har Ghar Nal’ scheme, Singh said that piped water had
reached almost every household in the Bundelkhand region and the few houses
that were still left out would also start getting clean water within a month.

The success of the Jal Jeevan’ mission, he said, could be attributed to the govt’s
commitment to providing clean water, coupled with the active participation of
gram pradhans and villagers. He said that the mission had not only improved the
health and well-being of rural communities but had also empowered women, who

have been actively involved in water testing and maintenance.

Principal secretary of Namami Gange and rural water supply department, Anurag
Srivastava said that since the launch of the Jal Jeevan mission scheme, it had been
decided that the contractor associated with the project would also be responsible
for its maintenance for 10 years. This maintenance policy was formally cleared by
the cabinet and now a contractor would be paid only after verifying that clean

water supply was reaching all targeted households.



