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In big leap, UP set to
cover 75% tapwater
coverage in v1llages

Neha.Lalchandani
@timesgroup.com

Lucknow:Inwhatislikelyto
be a major achievement for
the state in providing tap wa-
ter to rural areas, the depart-
ment of Namami Gange and
rural water supply has comp-
leted around 71% of its target
and is working towards 75%
coverage of tapwater inrural
areas by December 31.

The state had a coverage
of just 25% on December 31
last year.

According to the data sha-
red by the department, Ma-
hoba and Lalitpur districts
have the highest coverage of
over 97%. In Mahoba, 97.57%
of the target has been met
while in Lalitpur, 97.24%
work has been completed.

“We have already comple-
ted 71% of our target of supp-
lying tap water to rural parts
of the state. The department
has set a target of 75% cove-
rageby December3landison
track to meet its goal. In just
one year, we have managed to
meet 50% of the target. Tap
coverage was just 25% on De-
cember 31 last vear while by
the end of this year, we will
definitely touch 75%,” said
Anurag Srivastava, princi-
pal secretary, rural water
supply.

The total number of hou-

The state had a couerage of just
25% on December 31 last year

seholds in rural UP to which
tapwater connections are yet
to be provided are 2,63,22,140.
Against this, connections ha-
ve already been provided to
1,86,36,097. Out of 96,308 villa-
ges, thereis100% coverage of
tapwater connections in
29,063 villages while work is
yettostart in nine.

In addition to Mahoba
and Lalitpur, there are 11 dis-
tricts where more than 90%
of the target of tap connec-
tions has been met. These in-
clude Gautam Budh Nagar,
Varanasi, Meerut, Shahja-
hanpur, Chitrakoot, Shamli,
Kanpur Dehat, Baghpat,
Banda, Jhansiand Mirzapur.

There are 39 districts
where the coverage is below
75% and five districts where
coverage is below 50%. Un-
nao, with 12.91% coverage, is
on the bottom of the list with
only around 63,000 house-
holds having tapwater con-
nections against a total of
4,87,952 that are tobe covered.



Cos fined for negligence in laying water pipelines

Lucknow (PNS): Companies laying
water pipelines in ruralareas are now
facing substantial fines for negligence
in road maintenance as they have
been asked to pay penalties for not
repairing roads after laving pipelines
under the Jal Jeevan Mission. “The
cost of such negligence has amount-
ed to crores of rupees, with compa-
nies paying hefly penalties,” an offi-
cial said. In a significant move on
Wednesday, Principal Secretary
(Namami Gange and Rural Water
Supply) Anurag Shrivastava imposed
fines worth crores on about half a

dozen responsible agencies during a
review meeting. According to officials
of the department, after laying
pipeline networks under the Jal
Jeevan Missions Har Ghar Jal scheme,
negligence in road maintenance by
agencies working in Jaunpur and
Jhansi resulted in a one per cent
penalty on the BCCL company. A one
per cent penalty was also imposed on
L&T in Varanasi and Prayagraj and
a similar penalty was levied on IMC
Laxmi in Muzaffarnagar and
Maharajgan). A penalty was also
levied on BSA Infra. During the meet-

ing, attended by executive engineer
from 75 districts, additional distric
magistrates (ADMs)  from
Bundelkhand-Vindhya, and senio
officials of Namami Gange, stric
action was ordered against negligen
agendies and officers in road main-
tenance. In another development, fou
negligent junior engineers in
Kushinagar will face dismissal for neg-
ligence in work. Disciplinary actio
will also be taken against the execu-
tive engineer, and orders have been
issued for the transfer of six contracH
tual engineers in Jhansi.




STATE GOVT
WORKING FOR
REVIVAL OF
RIVERS: MIN

LUCKNOW : UP Jal Shakti minis-
ter Swatantra Dev Singh has said
the BJP government in Uttar
Pradesh is working for the pres-
ervation and revival of rivers. He
was speaking at an event after|
inaugurating the newly con-
structed administrative building
of Jal Nigam (rural) located on
Rana Pratap Marg in Lucknow
on Friday.

He also felicitated women vol-
unteers working for the cleanli-
ness of the Ganga and officers
working in the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion. “In last 10 years, the condi-
tion of all rivers in the country|
has improved and the flow has
become clean. The rivers are theI
basic natural resource and it is
the duty of all of us to preserve
these rivers as well as to work
for the revival of the dying riv-
ers,” he said.

“The work of cleaning Ganga
can’t be accomplished without
the contribution of these volun-
teers. The urban sewerage and
solid waste management work
have made progress in the state.
Small rivers are being rejuve-
nated. Efforts are being made to
make the public aware of the
cleanliness and revival of the riv-
ers,” he said.

Reviewing the Namami Gange
and rural water supply depart-
ment schemes, the minister
directed officers to hold water|
chaupals in all village to create
awareness among the people
about tap water supply scheme.

The women working with vol-
untary organisations and Ganga
committees working to clean
Ganga in various districts were
felicitated with the Ganga Sam-
man by the minister. Anurag
Srivastava, principal secretary,
Namami Gange and rural water
supply department, called upon
the officers and the volunteers to
make the clean Ganga campaign
a mass movement by taking it to
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Duty of citizens to protect,
preserve rivers: Minister

Lucknow PNS): Jal Shakti Minister Swatantra Dev
Singh said it is the duty of each citizen of the country
to protect and preserve the rivers as these are the life-
line of the human civilisation that nurtures the
ecosystem.

“It is our collective responsibility to preserve and
protect these vital natural resources. We should
acknowledge the contributions of women involved in
Ganga cleanliness as they have played a pivotal role in
bringing about positive transformations,” he said while
addressing people during a felicitation programme here
on Friday. Women working in voluntary organisations
for Ganga cleanliness in various districts of the state
were honoured during the programme. Addressing the gathering, the minister high-
lighted the significant improvement in the condition of all rivers in the country over
the past 10 years, particularly under Prime Minister Modi’s leadership. Singh commend-
ed the progress in urban sewage and solid waste management in Uttar Pradesh, saying
that small rivers are undergoing revitalisation, thanks to public awareness efforts.
Furthermore, the minister directed officials to set up water chaupals at pump houses
in every village, fostering continuous monitoring of the drinking water supply. He com-
mended the officials for their active involvement in the Ganga cleanliness campaign.He
urged officials to engage with rural communities through water chaupals, ensuring con-
stant vigilance over water supply. In the same programme, officials from various dis-
tricts of Uttar Pradesh, demonstrating outstanding performance in the National Survey
of the Jal Jeevan Mission, were honoured by the minister.
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India | Status of tap water supply in rural homes
Total number Households with Households with
of tap water connections tap water connections
households (HHs) ason 15 Aug 2019 as on date
+1,18,132
19,24,75,601 3,23,62,838 13,85,73,532
(16.81%) 72.00%)
Uttar Pradesh | Status of tap water supply in rural homes
Total number Households with Households with
of tap wal tap water connections
households (HHs) as on date
+34,222
2,63,28,557 5,16,221 1,89,62,431
(1.96% (72.02%
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