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‘Tap water a big respite in parched
B’khand, but adaptation a challenge

Shalabh@timesgroup.com

Jhansi/Mahoba: With over
90% of the households in
Bundelkhand covered under
the Har Ghar Jal,aschemeto
provide tap water connec-
tions within households, the
next challenge before the go-
vernment is to convince the
elderly population to start
using tap water.

“Yeh paani alag ho (this
water tastes different)”, says
Kaushalya (whoisinher60s)
of Purwa village in sub-divi-
sion of Jhansi. For genera-
tions, the villagers of Bun-
delkhand have been using
hand pumpsoropen wells for
water and people, especially
senior citizens, are averse to
drinking water being suppli-
ed through taps as it tastes
different.

Tomake water potable for
domesticuse, therural water
supply department treats it
with chlorine. An elaborate
process is followed before
water stored in dams gets
supplied through pipelines
which includes rigorous qu-
ality checks as specified by
the central government.

Principal secretary, rural
water supply department,
and director of Jal Jeevan
Mission, Anurag Srivastava
said, “We are working on the
issue. A task force of young
volunteers will be constitu-
ted to create awareness
amongtheelderly.”

TAP TURNAROUND

Jal Jeevan mission household tap connection j

progress (as on Sept 22, 2023)

- Distrct | Coverage | Target | Coverageiin%

Jhansi 2,38,034 2,51,104
Banda 248944 | 2,68,864 93

Chitrakoot 145114 1,63,414 89
Jalaun 179430 | 2,12,020 85
Mahoba 1,29,217 1,32,489 98
Lalitpur 198,766 2,06,607 96
Hamirpur 1,47101 1,84,927 80
Total 12,86,606 | 14,19,425 91

While the younger gene-
ration and children are
forthcoming about using tap
water, convincing senior ci-
tizens will be adaunting task
for the state government.

In Bundelkhand (Jhansi,
Banda, Lalitpur, Hamirpur,
Jalaun, Mahoba and Chitra-
koot), 91% of the households
have been provided with a
connection. Out of the targe-
ted 14.19 lakh connections,
12.86 lakh taps have become
operational.

Srivastava said the dro-
ught-affected localities wit-
hin Bundelkhand were
shortlisted for immediate
work and hence penetration
in Mahoba (98%), Lalitpur

96%) and Jhansi (95%) was
1nten51ﬁed inthefirstfive ye-
ars of the scheme. Launched

in2019, officials expect comp-
lete coverage of the scheme
in Bundelkhand by Decem-
ber 31.

Total 41 water treatment
plants have been set up and
water stored in 35 dams, so-
urced primarily from Yamu-
na, Betwa and Son, is suppli-
ed through anetwork of 1,258
overhead tanks to the villa-
ges.

To foster stronger ties
with the local community,
engineers deputed in rural
parts of Bundelkhand have
appointed five women volun-
teersfrom each village to test
the quality of water through
kits. For conducting tests, Rs
20 is paid to women who have
also been trained to upload
results over a centralized on-
line portal being maintained

by the state and central go-
vernments. For supplying 55
litre of water to an individu-
al daily, the department pro-
vides supply for two hours
each in the morning and eve-
ning. Anamountof Rs50has
to be collected from each ho-
usehold per month which
will be deposited in the bank
account and idea is to prepa-
re local gram sabha to main-
tain and operate the treat-
ment plants after a gap of 10
years once the contract pe-
riod with the private compa-
nies that are operating the
plants would expire.

Executive engineer, Jal
Nigam (rural), and in charge
of water supply scheme in
Purwa group of villages in
Jhansi, Ranvijay Singh, said
besides supporting women,
training is being provided to
13 youths in each village be-
ing covered. “Skill set to find
employmentasmason, fitter,
pump operator, plumber and
electrician is being honed so
thattheyareabletomakeali-
ving,” said Singh.

Bhupat Prasad (33) of
Shivhar village in Mahoba
said that installation of tap
within the household has be-
enapositive step for thelocal
population, particularly yo-
ung girls. “Girls had to fetch
water for the entire family in
Kabrai. Tap water supply isa
boon for girls and women
who are expected to do hou-
sehold chores,” said Prasad.
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Jhansi|Mahoba: In Mahoba's Shiv-
har village, 70-yearold Geeta Devi
lauds the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM),a
central government initiative to en-
sure drinking water supply to rural
households across the country by
2024. “Our bahus (daughters-in-law)
will benefit from the scheme now; we
have lived our lives worrying about
water,” shesays.

Around a hundred kilometres away
in Jhansi, a motley group of local
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households with tap wa-
ter connections. The
seven  districts  of
drought-prone
delkhand region, which
has battled water crisis
for decades, along with
twodistrictsof Vindhyachal
were prioritised by the state gov-
ernment and taken up for implemen-
tation in the first phase, with the re-

sult that the seven districts have
achieved anaverage coverage of 91%,
with Mahoba leading at 97.5% cover-
age, followed by Lalitpur at 9%6%. So

ogether
bya _N(‘.() stage a sp_lrll(‘d pcxform

far, 129 million
provided with tap water connections

2
that tap water holds the promise of
elevating quality of life and keeping
diseases at bay. The central scheme
heralds the promise of a fast-moving
mission to end the dis-

in the region. To be
sure, the statistics donot meanall the
covered households are being provid-
ed regular water supply as that will
start only by November-end, even if
theJ.

tress faced by generations in the re-
gion but comes with a challenge of
convincing people to adapt to the
change.

BUNDELKHAND ON PRIORITY
Uttar Pradesh has so far provided
about 62% of its targeted 26 million

ceiving water; officials said.

Water sourced from perennial
sources like rivers Betwa, Yamuna
and Som along with 35 dams passes
through a multi-layered process of
purification to get potable water
which is then supplied to house-
holds via taps.
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JEEVAN MISSION IN UTTAR PRADESH

Tap Water Cools Of Worrles ButAdaptatzon an Issue in Bundelkhand
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acceptance for
‘water and assure
villagers thatitis

safe todrink
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In Jhans s Purwa village, 27-year
old Sushma says that with the time
saved that was earlier spent fetch-
il er from mmlpumpnndfar
off wells, many times a day,

oable tolend ahand in the
field. To make rural women self-de-
pendent, the government has also
trained five women per village to

5 women per
village being
trained to test
water samples

from taps, tube

wells and hand-
pumps

test samples of wa-
ter from taps, tube wells and
handpumps to ascertain its quality.
Thewomenare paidan “encourage-
ment fee” of 220 per sample. The
samples are uploaded on a portal
and if found unfit for drinking, the
villagers are warned against using
it until the problem is resolved.
Nearly 88,000 women have been
trained in sample testing.

Further, 13 youth per village are
being trained in services such as

13 youth per
village being
\ trained to be plumbers,
electrician, motor
mechanics, pump
operators, etc, for
maintenance of
waterworks

plumbing, electrician, mo-
tor mechanics, pump operators, etc
toprepare them for maintenance of
the waterworks in a bid to provide
them employment in their native
places. More than 750,000 youths
havebeen trainedacrossthestatein
theseskills. Locals in Purwaalsoaf-
firm that some health issues, espe-
cially stomach aches, have gone

bringdown caste-baseddiscrimina-
tion rampant in rural areas as tap

ter supply department said. “We
have deployed I\CO> (non-govern-

water willact andal-
s0 save the lower castes from being
exploited by upper castes for access
towater from private sources.

VILLAGERS CIRCUMSPECT

A significant section of the
region is also circumspect
about using the water for
drinking and prefers to
use it for bathing as well
as washing clothes as
they find it difficult to
trust its purity knowing
it is sourced from rivers
and dams, officials say.
Issues like “over-chlorina-
tion” to Kill germs which also dis-
colours the water mildly in some
cases gives the impression that it is
unfit to drink. Another related is-
sue is developing a taste for chlori-
nated water. “Th major

mental or for this (to
create awareness). Currently we
areatastage wheresome of the pro-
jects are either complete or are on
the verge of being completed. Some
have been commissioned while
some are conducting trial runs.
Once weare able to give regular wa-
ter supply theapprehensionsof the
people will reduce,” he said, adding
that he aims at completion of all
projects in thearea by Diwali.

Zubair Beg, additional district
magistrate, Namami Gange in Ma-
hoba, told ET that the “behavioural
aspect” is a big concern. “Often
when we tour the villages, we our-
selves drink the tap water to show
them that it is safe to drink,” he
said.

Other officials said village heads
and children are also often brought

challenges. We have to properly
train the beneficiaries in creating
acceptance for the water and assure
k.” Anu-

down in the past ﬁ\e months them that it is safe to d
that thy i
alfor. T} i to

rag Shrivastay, principal secretary
of thy

Gangeand rural wa-

to the plants and shown
the process so that they can then go
back and educate the elders.

Storageof suchlargequantitiesof
water (55 litres per capita per day)
will also be central to efficient use
of thescheme, officials said.
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Empowering women
through concerted effort

Women in Bundelkhand are being liberated; they are not only becoming
self-reliant but also getting freedom from the drudgery of fetching water

The land of
| Bundelkhand district,
especially south-east-
ern Bundelkhand, is full of
hills, plateaus, slopes, high
and luirl:!mck}a rucl:;;y. mciy
and dry forests. Rain water
does not stagnate on the land
of this region, due to which
there was always a shortage of
water in Bundelkhand. In
Bundelkhand, which has a
population of around 1.25
croves, getting drinking water
is a daily struggle for many
people, especially women.
Dhanwantari, a resident of
Mahoba district of the district,
ﬁf’ls emotional while sa)rinﬁ
is and says that the han
pump installed near the house
did not work, even thou
water came after a lot of hard
work, it was dirty. Therefore,
she used to go about one and
a half kilometres away from
home to fetch water.
Whereas in ancient limes,
the Chandelas, Bundelas,
Gond kings and Marathas
along with the British had
constructed more than 4,000
ponds in total in this water-
scarce Bundelkhand region.
Maost of the ponds have dried

up. However, the remaining
waler sources are prmrin Lo
be a boon for this area today.

The Jal Jeevan Mission
Scheme of the Uttar Pradesh
Government, whose objective
is to provide clean drinking
water b‘." tap to every rura
family is changing lives.

The Har Ghar Jal Yojana
of the Government of India
was implemented on priori-
ty by the Yogi government in
those districts of the state
where the problem of water
was a cause of concern for
many years. Under Har Ghar
lal Yojana, 55 litres of water is
to be supplied to every villager
per day.l:;ipunddkhand WOmen
have ﬁmh:n a big relief due to
pure drinking water reaching
their homes. Espedially in
Bundelkhand and Vindhya,
women had to fetch water
from miles away, but since the
launch of the Jal Jeevan
Mission scheme, they are
now devoting time to their
children's education along

with household chores. They
are becoming self-reliant by
setting up their employment.
There was a ime when there
were thousands of such vil-
lages in Mahoba, Lalitpur,
Hamirpur, Jalaun, Chitrakoot,
Banda, and Jhansi of
Bundelkhand where people
did not marry their daughters
due to the water crisis.
Anurag Srivastava, Principal
Secretary, Uttar Pradesh
Government, believes that
the Jal Jeevan Mission is not
only ensuring the supply of
cean drinking water from
taps in rural areas but is also
providing employment to
promising and needy people.
In such a situation, 13 youths
are being given training for
this in a gram panchayat. For
their skill development,
1,16,366 youth are being
given training in plumbing,
1,168,366 electricdans, 1,16,366
motor mechanics, 1,16,366
fitters, 1,74,549 masons,
1.16,366 pump operators
across UP In the direction of
making rural women self-
reliant, along with making
rural women self-reliant in
UP, 5 women from every vil-
lage are being given training
in water testing (water test kit)
for clean drinking water. In
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such a situation, women are
testing water in the village
with field test kits. And mak-
ing the local administration
aware.

In such a situation, till
now more than 4,87,955
women have been given
training in water testing. And
in every village, women are
doing 11 types of tests for the
purity of water. Due to this,
the quality of water from
mﬁ wells, hand pumps and
tube wells is also being test-
el

Jal Jeevan Mission has
changed the picture of
Bundelkhand and Vindhya
region which has been suffer-
ing from every drop of water
for years. Namami Gange
and Rural Water Supp?}'
Department's Har Ghar Nal
Se ?n] Yojana has become a
new story of Bundelkhand
and Vindhya region. Jal
Jeevan Mission's Har Ghar Jal
Yojana has saved large areas
of the state from the major
drinking water crisis. The
supply of drinking water from
the tap to every home in
thousands of villages is living
proof of this.

(The writer is a senior
fournalist; views
are personal)




1L tap connections on
September 17

LUCKNOW: The Namami

Gange and rural water supply
department will install 1 lakh
tap connections in Uttar
Pradesh on the birthday of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on September 17. Jal
Shakti minister, Swatantra
Dev Singh on Friday reviewed
the progress of the ‘Har Ghar
Jal Yojana' launched in the
state under Jal Jeevan
Mission. “The construction
agencies should complete the
ongoing tube-well boring
work in each village by



1L families get
tap connection
in single day

Times NeEws NETWORK

Lucknow: The state govern-
ment on Saturday gave tap wa-
ter connection to one lakh ru-
ral families, calling it a gift to
the people on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’'s birthday:
Under the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion scheme of Namami
Gange and rural water supply
department, UP created vet
another record by giving one
lakh water tap connections in
a single day on Saturday. An
official release from the de-
partment said tap connec-
tions will ensure direct supp-
lv of clean drinking water to
rural households and impro-
ve their standard of living.
The target to give one lakh wa-
ter tap connections in a day
was set by the department to
celebrate PM Modi's birthday.
Official sources said UP is
a leading state in the country
in giving tap water connec-
tions torural households.




UP tops in providing tap water connections

PNS M LUCKNOW

ttar Pradesh has achieved

a significant milestone in
providing clean drinking water
to its rural population as the
state has topped the list of states
in India in providing maxi-
mum tap water connections to
rural families.

"The achievement is yet
another feather in the cap of the
Yogi Adityanath government,
which has been working tire-
lessly towards providing clean
drinking water to every house-
hold in the state," Jal Shakti
Minister Swatantra Deo Singh
said. According to recent sta-
tistics, Uttar Pradesh has pro-
vided tap water connections to
over 16 million rural families,
which is the highest among all
other states in India. This is a
remarkable achievement, con-
sidering that till 2019, only
516,221 rural families had tap

water connections in their
homes in the state.

The Jal Jeevan Mission,
launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has been
instrumental in achieving this
feat. The scheme has not only
helped connect water sup;ilfy
but also changed the entire life
in rural areas. The officials and
staff have worked hard on
ground zero to achieve the tar-
get.

"Constant monitoring and
guidance by Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath has played a
crucial role in achieving the
number one position in tap
water connections. The
achievement is significant for
the Namami Gange and Rural
Water Supply department in
the state," the minister said.

On Friday, Uttar Pradesh
directly benefitted 96,342,390
rural people with clean drink-
ing water. This is a significant

achievement for any govern-
ment, as it has solved the
biggest issue troubling rural
families.

With the effort of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, peo-
ple of Bundelkhand are the first
to get clean drinking water.
Once a backward area,
Bundelkhand has been saved
from waterborne diseases with
the availability of clean drink-
ing water. The practice of get-
ting drinking water from miles
away in Bundelkhand no
longer exists, and rural people
are getting clean water to drink
at their homes.

The achievement is a testa-
ment to the Yogi Adityanath
government's commitment
towards providing basic ameni-
ties to the rural population. The
change in lifestyle is visible, and
the state is on its way to becom-
ing a model for other states in
India.
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Uttar Pradesh: Tap water a big respite in parched
Bundelkhand, but adaptation a challenge

Shalabh / TNN / Sep 26, 2023, 19:10 IST
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JHANSI/MAHOBA: With over 90% of the households in Bundelkhand covered
under the Har Ghar Jal, a scheme to provide tap water connections within
households, the next challenge before the government is to convince the
elderly population to start using tap water.

“Yeh paani alag ho (this water tastes different)”, says Kaushalya (who is in her
60s) of Purwa village in sub-division of Jhansi. For generations, the villagers of
Bundelkhand have been using hand pumps or open wells for water and people,
especially senior citizens, are averse to drinking water being supplied through
taps as it tastes different.

To make water potable for domestic use, the rural water supply department
treats it with chlorine. An elaborate process is followed before water stored in
dams gets supplied through pipelines which includes rigorous quality checks as
specified by the central government.

Principal secretary, rural water supply department, and director of Jal Jeevan
Mission, Anurag Srivastava said, "We are working on the issue. A task force of
young volunteers will be constituted to create awareness among the elderly.”

While the younger generation and children are forthcoming about using tap
water, convincing senior citizens will be a daunting task for the state
government.

In Bundelkhand (Jhansi, Banda, Lalitpur, Hamirpur, Jalaun, Mahoba and
Chitrakoot), 9120 of the households have been provided with a connection. Out
of the targeted 14.19 lakh connections, 12.86 lakh taps have become
operational.

Srivastava said the drought-affected localities within Bundelkhand were
shortlisted for immediate work and hence penetration in Mahoba (98%),
Lalitpur (96%) and Jhansi (95%) was intensified in the first five years of the
scheme. Launched in 2019, officials expect complete coverage of the scheme in
Bundelkhand by December 31.

Total 41 water treatment plants have been set up and water stored in 35 dams,
sourced primarily from Yamuna, Betwa and Son, is supplied through a network
of 1,258 overhead tanks to the villages.

To foster stronger ties with the local community, engineers deputed in rural
parts of Bundelkhand have appointed five women volunteers from each village
to test the quality of water through kits. For conducting tests, Rs 20 is paid to
women who have also been trained to upload results over a centralized online
portal being maintained by the state and central governments.

For supplying 55 litre of water to an individual daily, the department provides
supply for two hours each in the morning and evening. An amount of Rs 50 has
to be collected from each household per month which will be deposited in the
bank account and idea is to prepare local gram sabha to maintain and operate
the treatment plants after a gap of 10 years once the contract period with the

private companies that are operating the plants would expire.

Executive engineer, Jal Nigam (rural), and in charge of water supply scheme in
Purwa group of villages in Jhansi, Ranvijay Singh, said besides supporting
women, training is being provided to 13 youths in each village being covered.
“sSkill set to find employment as mason, fitter, pump operator, plumber and
electrician is being honed so that they are able to make a living,” said Singh.

Bhupat Prasad (33) of Shivhar village in Mahoba said that installation of tap
within the household has been a positive step for the local population,
particularly young girls. “"Girls had to fetch water for the entire family in Kabrai.
Tap water supply is a boon for girls and women who are expected to do
household chores,” said Prasad.
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\]aljeevan Mission quenches thirst in UP’s
Bundelkhand
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The aim of the Jal Izevan M ssion is to provide domestic tap coanections o about 2.63 crore
families by 2027 In Uttar Pradesk

B In the first phase, we have covered Bundelkhand and Vindhyachal. At the cost of Rs 18,000 crores, the project
covers 20 lakh households. The cost of the project is equally shared by both the state and the Centre. —
Representational Image/By Arrangement

Jhansi: The Jal Jeevan Mission scheme, implemented on a mission mode by the Yogi Adityanath
government in the drought prone Bundelkhand region is transforming the lives of the people in this
particular region of Uttar Pradesh. Purva, one of the arid villages in the Bundelkhand region is now

witnessing a rapid transformation following tap water connectivity. The Jal Jeevan Mission Scheme is a
part of the Centre's "Har Ghar Jal Yojana".

In the first phase, we have covered Bundelkhand and Vindhyachal. At the cost of Rs 18,000 crores, the
project covers 20 lakh households. The cost of the project is equally shared by both the state and the
Centre.

It was pointed out that Bundelkhand, with 13 economically disadvantaged and less-developed districts,
has been largely dependent on agriculture. Even as agriculture remained the mainstay for the region’s
economic development, recurring droughts continued to disrupt the progress. Officials indicated that
things have improved considerably following the implementation of the “Jal Jeevan” scheme.

Talking about Purva, the officials pointed out that nearly 3,000 people live in this village. Yet only a
handful of pumps were available for the villagers. And often, these hand pumps got defunct. “Today the
availability of clean drinking water is a reason for cheer,” an official said. Arti, a resident of Purva,
recalled that the children often “fell ill due to the contaminated drinking water”. She said: “| am happy
that our children will now be able to lead healthy lives.”

The aim of the Jal Jeevan Mission is to provide domestic tap connections to about 2.63 crore families by
2024 in Uttar Pradesh. Fifty-five litres of water are expected to be supplied to every household under the
Har Ghar Jal Yojana scheme on a daily basis. This will cost Rs 50 per family. Under the Jal Jeevan scheme,
the tap water facility has been provided to 1.60 lakh families till September 2023.

Mr Anurag Srivastava, principal secretary, water resources, said that Bundelkhand was targeted as it “is
the most water-stressed district”. The project, started in 2020, was nearing completion, he said.

It was claimed that in villages like Mahoba, Lalitpur, Hamirpur, Jalaun, Chitrakoot, Banda and Jhansi of
Bundelkhand, people “could not get their daughters married off due to the acute water crisis”. The
situation apparently changed after the implementation of the Jal Jeevan Mission.
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Empowering women through concerted effort

Thursday, 28 September 2023 | Rajesh Kumar Singh

Women in Bundelkhand are being liberated; they are not only becoming self-reliant but also getting freedom
from the drudgery of fetching water

The land of Bundelkhand district, especially south-eastern Bundelkhand, is full of hills, plateaus, slopes, high and
low, rocky, rocky, rocky and dry forests. Rain water does not stagnate on the land of this region, due to which
there was always a shortage of water in Bundelkhand. In Bundelkhand, which has a population of around 1.25
crores, getting drinking water is a daily struggle for many people, especially women. Dhanwantari, a resident of
Mahoba district of the district, gets emotional while saying this and says that the hand pump installed near the
house did not work, even though water came after a lot of hard work, it was dirty. Therefore, she used to go about
one and a half kilometres away from home to fetch water.

Whereas in ancient times, the Chandelas, Bundelas, Gond kings and Marathas along with the British had
constructed more than 4,000 ponds in total in this water-scarce Bundelkhand region. Most of the ponds have
dried up. However, the remaining water sources are proving to be a boon for this area today. The Jal Jeevan
Mission Scheme of the Uttar Pradesh Government, whose objective is to provide clean drinking water by tap to
every rural family is changing lives.

The Har Ghar Jal Yojana of the Government of India was implemented on priority by the Yogi government in those
districts of the state where the problem of water was a cause of concern for many years. Under Har Ghar Jal
Yojana, 55 litres of water is to be supplied to every villager per day. Bundelkhand women have gotten a big relief
due to pure drinking water reaching their homes. Especially in Bundelkhand and Vindhya, women had to fetch
water from miles away, but since the launch of the Jal Jeevan Mission scheme, they are now devoting time to their
children's education along with household chores. They are becoming self-reliant by setting up their employment.
There was a time when there were thousands of such villages in Mahoba, Lalitpur, Hamirpur, Jalaun, Chitrakoot,
Banda, and Jhansi of Bundelkhand where people did not marry their daughters due to the water crisis. Anurag
Srivastava, Principal Secretary, Uttar Pradesh Government, believes that the Jal Jeevan Mission is not only
ensuring the supply of clean drinking water from taps in rural areas but is also providing employment to
promising and needy people. In such a situation, 13 youths are being given training for this in a gram panchayat.
For their skill development, 1,16,366 youth are being given training in plumbing, 1,16,366 electricians, 1,16,366
motor mechanics, 1,16,366 fitters, 1,74,549 masons, 1,16,366 pump operators across UP. In the direction of making
rural women self-reliant, along with making rural women self-reliant in UP, 5 women from every village are being
given training in water testing (water test kit) for clean drinking water. In such a situation, women are testing
water in the village with field test kits. And making the local administration aware.

In such a situation, till now more than 4,87955 women have been given training in water testing. And in every
village, women are doing 11 types of tests for the purity of water. Due to this, the quality of water from taps, wells,
hand pumps and tube wells is also being tested.

Jal Jeevan Mission has changed the picture of Bundelkhand and Vindhya region which has been suffering from
every drop of water for years. Namami Gange and Rural Water Supply Department's Har Ghar Nal Se Jal Yojana has
become a new story of Bundelkhand and Vindhya region. Jal Jeevan Mission's Har Ghar Jal Yojana has saved large
areas of the state from the major drinking water crisis. The supply of drinking water from the tap to every home in
thousands of villages is living proof of this.
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Jal Jeevan Mission in Uttar Pradesh: Tap water

cools off worries, but adaptation an issue in
Bundelkhand

By Vatsala Gaur, ET Bureau « Last Updated: Sep 23, 2023, 11:.05 PM IST

Synopsis

The central scheme heralds the promise of a fast-moving mission to end the water-
related distress faced by generations in the region but comes with a challenge of
convincing people to adapt to the change.

In Mahoba's Shivhar village, 70-year-
old Geeta Devi lauds the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM), a central government
initiative to ensure drinking water
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supply to rural households across the
country by 2024. "Our bahus
(daughters-in-law) will benefit from the

scheme now, we have lived our lives
worrying about water," she says.
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Women in rural Jhansi get a shot at self-reliance under
Jal Jeevan Mission

Fri, Sep 22 2023 05:0
| Jhansi (UP), Sep 22 (IANS/ 101 Reporters): "Since 2021,
| have been working as a water tester and training other
women to test drinking water in the Bundelkhand
region,” says Nitu Singh, a training leader.

52PM

"Till now, we have worked with a total of 50 gram
panchayats from the region. The women make around
Rs 20 per water test. The income generated through this
has improved our individual livelihoods,” she adds.

Jal Jeevan Mission is a Central scheme which aims to
provide each household with potable drinking water,
with over 2.5 crore families targeted in Uttar Pradesh.

So far, 4,87,955 rural women have been trained in water testing in the state.

The scheme is proving to be a saviour for the people of Bundelkhand not only in terms of providing clean
drinking water, but also introducing employment generating opportunities for rural women towards
achieving a self reliant livelihood.

Contaminated water is a breeding ground for diseases, and a source of suffering for many families in the
villages of Bundelkhand.

"Diseases and infections had become a frequent part of our livelihoods. We had to spend a lot of money on
getting treated for these diseases which were spreading through impure water," says Rani Chadhar (18)
while expressing how families were only a couple medical bills away from going bankrupt.

However, things have taken a turn for the better, with the likes of Rani and her family benefiting on two
fronts -- water and income security.

"Once | started earning through the water testing program, | could save that money and hand it over to my
mother. The water testing worked successfully and the spread of diseases stopped. Families had to no
longer spend on these kinds of medical expenses," states Rani.

"She gives me the money she earns from water testing assignments and we use it for household expenses
for the family, and paying school fees for my children," says Rani's mother who used to travel two km
everyday to provide drinking water for their house.

Walking on foot while carrying heavy vessels filled with water was a tedious task for her and used to take
up most of her day.

"Now my mother focuses on the children and the family. | have four sisters and one brother,' Rani added.

Speaking about the water testing process, Nitu says these water samples undergo eleven odd tests before
determining whether they are safe for consumption or not.

The group travels from one village to another, and collects water samples. The quality of water coming from
different sources like taps, pipes, tube wells, and wells are tested thoroughly.

According to her, many of the women are well educated. Some even have a master's degree, yet they are
out of jobs.

"This program has given us a chance to earn a self-reliant, sustainable livelihood," says Nitu Singh.
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Women in rural Jhansi get a shot at self-reliance under Jal
Jeevan Mission

BY INDAL KASHYAP

Jhansi (UP), Sep 22 (IANS/ 101 Reporters) "Since 2021, | have been working as a water tester and training other women to test
drinking water in the Bundelkhand region,’ says Nitu Singh, a training leader.

"Till now, we have worked with a total of 50 gram panchayats from the region. The women make around Rs 20 per water test. The
income generated through this has improved our individual livelihoods," she adds.

Jal Jeevan Mission is a Central scheme which aims to provide each household with potable drinking water, with over 2.5 crore
families targeted in Uttar Pradesh.

So far, 4,87,955 rural women have been trained in water testing in the state.

The scheme is proving to be a saviour for the people of Bundelkhand not only in terms of providing clean drinking water, but also
introducing employment generating opportunities for rural women towards achieving a self reliant livelihood.

Contaminated water is a breeding ground for diseases, and a source of suffering for many families in the villages of Bundelkhand.

"Diseases and infections had become a frequent part of our livelihoods. We had to spend a lot of money on getting treated for these
diseases which were spreading through impure water," says Rani Chadhar (18) while expressing how families were only a couple
medical bills away from going bankrupt.

However, things have taken a turn for the better, with the likes of Rani and her family benefiting on two fronts - water and income
security.

"Once | started earning through the water testing program, | could save that money and hand it over to my mother. The water testing
worked successfully and the spread of diseases stopped. Families had to no longer spend on these kinds of medical expenses,'
states Rani.

"She gives me the money she earns from water testing assignments and we use it for household expenses for the family, and paying
school fees for my children,’ says Rani's mother who used to travel two km everyday to provide drinking water for their house.

Walking on foot while carrying heavy vessels filled with water was a tedious task for her and used to take up most of her day.

"Now my mother focuses on the children and the family. | have four sisters and one brother,’ Rani added.

Speaking about the water testing process, Nitu says these water samples undergo eleven odd tests before determining whether they
are safe for consumption or not.

The group travels from one village to another, and collects water samples. The quality of water coming from different sources like
taps, pipes, tube wells, and wells are tested thoroughly.

According to her, many of the women are well educated. Some even have a master's degree, yet they are out of jobs.

"This program has given us a chance to earn a self-reliant, sustainable livelihood," says Nitu Singh.
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Women in rural Jhansi get a shot at self-reliance under
Jal Jeevan Mission

Jhansi (UP), Sep 22 (IANS/ 101 Reporters) "Since 2021, I have been working as a water tester and training other women to test
drinking water in the Bundelkhand region," says Nitu Singh, a training leader.

By GyanhiGyan Desk | Sep 22, 2023, 16:59 IST

Thansi (UP), Sep 22 (IANS/ 101 Reporters) "Since 2021, I have been working as a water tester and training other women to test

drinking water in the Bundelkhand region," says Nitu Singh, a training leader.

"Till now, we have worked with a total of 50 gram panchayats from the region. The women make around Rs 20 per water test. The
income generated through this has improved our individual livelihoods," she adds.

Jal Jeevan Mission is a Central scheme which aims to provide each household with potable drinking water, with over 2.5 crore
families targeted in Uttar Pradesh.

So far, 4,87,955 rural women have been trained in water testing in the state.

The scheme is proving to be a saviour for the people of Bundelkhand not only in terms of providing clean drinking water, but also

introducing employment generating opportunities for rural women towards achieving a self reliant livelihood.
Contaminated water is a breeding ground for diseases, and a source of suffering for many families in the villages of Bundelkhand.

"Diseases and infections had become a frequent part of our livelihoods. We had to spend a lot of money on getting treated for these
diseases which were spreading through impure water," says Rani Chadhar (18) while expressing how families were only a couple

medical bills away from going bankrupt,

However, things have taken a turn for the better, with the likes of Rani and her family benefiting on two fronts -- water and

income security.

"Once I started earning through the water testing program, I could save that money and hand it over to my mother, The water
testing worked successfully and the spread of diseases stopped. Families had to no longer spend on these kinds of medical

expenses," states Rani.

""She gives me the money she earns from water testing assignments and we use it for household expenses for the family, and
paying school fees for my children," says Rani's mother who used to travel two km everyday to provide drinking water for their

house.

Walking on foot while carrying heavy vessels filled with water was a tedious task for her and used to take up most of her day.
"Now my mother focuses on the children and the family. I have four sisters and one brother," Rani added.

Speaking about the water testing process, Nitu says these water samples undergo eleven odd tests before determining whether

they are safe for consumption or not.

The group travels from one village to another, and collects water samples. The quality of water coming from different sources like

taps, pipes, tube wells, and wells are tested thoroughly.

According to her, many of the women are well educated. Some even have a master's degree, yet they are out of jobs.

"This program has given us a chance to earn a self-reliant, sustainable livelihood," says Nitu Singh.
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Women In Rural Jhansi Get A Shot At Self-Reliance Under
The Jal Jeevan Mission

Indal Kashyap
Updated on Sep 23, 2023, 11:28 IST - 3 min read @

“Since 2021, I have been working as a water tester and training other women to test drinking
water in the Bundelkhand region,” says Nitu Singh, a training leader. “Till now, we have
worked with a total of fifty gram panchayats from the region. The women make around twenty
rupees per water test. The income generated through this has improved our individual
livelihoods,” she adds.

Jal Jeevan Mission is a Central scheme which aims to provide each household with potable
drinking water, with over 2.5 crore families targeted in Uttar Pradesh. So far, 4,87,955 rural
women have been trained in water testing in the state. The scheme is proving to be a saviour
for the people of Bundelkhand, not only in terms of providing clean drinking water but also
introducing employment-generating opportunities for rural women towards achieving a self-
reliant livelihood.

Contaminated water is a breeding ground for diseases and a source of suffering for many
families in the villages of Bundelkhand. “Diseases and infections had become a frequent part
of our livelihoods. We had to spend a lot of money on getting treated for these diseases which
were spreading through impure water,” says Rani Chadhar (18) while expressing how families
were only a couple of medical bills away from going bankrupt.

However, things have taken a turn for the better, with the likes of Rani and her family
benetfiting on two fronts - water and income security. “Once I started earning through the
water testing program, I could save that money and hand it over to my mother. The water
testing worked successfully, and the spread of diseases stopped. Families had to no longer
spend on these kinds of medical expenses,” states Rani.

“She gives me the money she earns from water testing assignments, and we use it for
household expenses for the family and paying school fees for my children,” says Rani’s
mother, who used to travel two kilometres every day to provide drinking water for their
house. Walking on foot while carrying heavy vessels filled with water was a tedious task for
her and used to take up most of her day. “Now my mother focuses on the children and the
family. I have four sisters and one brother,” Rani added.

Speaking about the water testing process, Nitu says these water samples undergo eleven odd
tests before determining whether they are safe for consumption or not.

The group travels from one village to another and collects water samples. Water quality
coming from different sources like taps, pipes, tube wells, and wells are tested thoroughly.

According to her, many of the women are well-educated. Some even have a master’s degree,

vet they are out of jobs. “This program has given us a chance to earn a self-reliant, sustainable

livelihood,” says Nitu Singh.
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Women in rural Jhansi get a shot at self-
reliance under Jal Jeevan Mission

& By Indal Kashyap | Published on @ Fri, Sep 23 17:00 IST

JHANSI :, Sep 22 (IANS/ 101 Reporters) "Since 2021, | have been working as a water tester and
training other women to test drinking water in the Bundelkhand region," says Nitu Singh, a training
leader.

"Till now, we have worked with a total of 50 gram panchayats from the region. The women make
around Rs 20 per water test. The income generated through this has improved our individual
livelihoods," she adds

Jal Jeevan Mission is a Central scheme which aims to provide each household with potable drinking
water, with over 2.5 crore families targeted in Uttar Pradesh.

So far, 4,87,955 rural women have been trained in water testing in the state.

The scheme is proving to be a saviour for the people of Bundelkhand not only in terms of providing
clean drinking water, but also introducing employment generating opportunities for rural women
towards achieving a self reliant livelihood.

Contaminated water is a breeding ground for diseases, and a source of suffering for many families in
the villages of Bundelkhand.

"Diseases and infections had become a frequent part of our livelihoods. We had to spend a lot of
money on getting treated for these diseases which were spreading through impure water,” says Rani
Chadhar (18) while expressing how families were only a couple medical bills away from going
bankrupt.

However, things have taken a turn for the better, with the likes of Rani and her family benefiting on two
fronts -- water and income security.

"Once | started earning through the water testing program, | could save that money and hand it over to
my mother. The water testing worked successfully and the spread of diseases stopped. Families had

to no longer spend on these kinds of medical expenses," states Rani.

"She gives me the money she earns from water testing assignments and we use it for household
expenses for the family, and paying school fees for my children," says Rani's mother who used to

travel two km everyday to provide drinking water for their house.

Walking on foot while carrying heavy vessels filled with water was a tedious task for her and used to

take up most of her day.

"Now my mother focuses on the children and the family. | have four sisters and one brother," Rani
added.

Speaking about the water testing process, Nitu says these water samples undergo eleven odd tests

before determining whether they are safe for consumption or not

The group travels from one village to another, and collects water samples. The quality of water coming

from different sources like taps, pipes, tube wells, and wells are tested thoroughly.

According to her, many of the women are well educated. Some even have a master's degree, yet they

are out of jobs.

"This program has given us a chance to earn a self-reliant, sustainable livelihood," says Nitu Singh.
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D ANURAG SRIVASTAVA
AIM TO MAKE CLEAN WATER ACCESSIBLE

THEY USED TO DRINK WATER FROM DAM, RIVER OR HAND-PUMP

MORE THAN 1 LAKH 17 THOUSAND TAP CONNECTIONS
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